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Project DJ 
 
Our fundraising season is 
drawing to a successful close.  
The last two shows we are 
attending are at Penn State 
Lehman Campus and at the 
VFW in Kingston.  
  
There will be not be a Monday 
morning meeting on November 
24, 2014 so that the room will 
be available for the Food Pantry. 
  
A Christmas party has been scheduled for December 
15 at Leggio's in Dallas.  That will be our last meeting 
until Monday, January 5, 2015, at 9:30 A.M.  Our next 
Thursday evening meeting is November 11, which will 
be our last Thursday meeting until March 2015.  We 
meet the second Thursday evening of each month, 
beginning at 6:30 P.M.  
  
If the Dallas School District is closed for inclement 
weather, Project DJ will not meet during the winter 
months. 
  
We are always looking for new volunteers.   If you do 
not know how to quilt, we will teach you.  All supplies 
and equipment are provided.  Come help us. 

 
Our first UMYF 
Meeting was last 
Sunday and we 
discussed a lot of great 
ideas for the upcoming 
year.  Generally 
speaking, we will try to 
have a meeting every 
third Sunday of the 
month unless stated 

otherwise.   We have not purchased new youth 
group t-shirts in several years and this time around 
we are thinking of  doing something a little 
different.  If you are interested, design the front and 
back of a t-shirt and bring it to our next meeting to 
vote on them.   
 
I would like to congratulate the following officers 
who were elected by the majority who attended the 
meeting. 
  
President:  Courtney Wagner 
Vice President:  Emma Hastings 
Treasurer:  Rachel Luke 
Secretary:  Bryce Van Deutsch 
Activity Coordinator:  Buddy Blannett  
 Mikayla Sowga 
Fundraising Coordinator:  Ruby Mattson  
 Josh Miller 
 

MORE IN PAGE 10 



Dear TUMC, 

 
I was very surprised to receive a package in the mail on 

Friday.  I dove for the Slim Jim’s first.  Next, I ate the goldfish.  

Also, how did you know my favorite gum is Extra?  I re
ally loved my 

present! 

 
Thank you again, 

Sincerely, 

Sheri Roache 

Hey Mom!  

Can you tell the church thank you for the 

care package they sent me last week? It 

was really nice to know they are thinking of 

me and I appreciate all the snacks, the 

note from the young kids, and the post it 

notes!  

Olivia Birdsall 

Hello TUMC, 
 

I recently got a care package from 

you and I just wanted to let you 

know that it meant a lot to me and 

it was filled with some really great 

treats.  Thank you guys for 

thinking of me; the treats hit the 

spot in between my classes. 

 

Steve Miller 

Dear Trucksville United Methodist Church, 
 
I received my care package this past week and would like to 
thank everyone for putting this together and sending it. I love 
everything I received and it has made my week! Thank you 
all very much for the wonderful treats. 
Sincerely,  

Jaime Levitski, East Stroudsburg University 

Hello, I just wanted to thank 

you for the care package that 

you sent me. That really 

brightened my day and I 

greatly appreciated it! Thanks! 

 

Sincerely, 
Tristan Halliday 

To the amazing people who sent me 

my care package, 

Thank you so much!! That made my 

week! 

 
Hope to see you soon, 

Cortlyn Van Deutsch 



Dear Church Family, 

 
I wanted to take a moment and thank you all for the care package and 

prayers you have sent for me.  The outreach from our church is amazing 

and it is nice to be on the receiving end to see how much of an impact it 

has!  The care package has definitely appreciated by not only myself but 

my friends as well because this past week we prepared for our midterm 

exams.  Again, I cannot thank you enough for the support and 

outreach you all have provided.  I also wanted to thank you for the 

prayers during my healing process as a result of my knee injury.  I 

have been lucky enough to make great progress and I am back in 

the pool and starting to see time drops!  Thanks for the never ending 

love and compassion that I receive from this church family.  I cannot 

wait to see everyone again over the Thanksgiving holiday, until 

then I have a lot to be thankful for 100 miles away. 

   

Marcus J. Wagner 
Ursinus College, Class of 2017 

Biology Major, Pre-Med track 

Education Minor 

U.C. Ambassador 

Varsity Men's Swim Team -SAAC Representative 

 
Hello church family,  

I just wanted to say thank you 

so much for the college box! I 
was so happy to see that I 
have continued support back 
home from TUMC and I look 
forward to seeing everybody 
during winter break!  

Ashley Jackson 

Steven Miller will be home from college (Pennsylvania College of Technology) for Christmas 

break December 12, 2014-January 9, 2015. He will have completed his 1st semester of his Sophomore year 
studying Civil Engineering. Because Steven worked in a PennDOT internship over the summer, he is having 
difficulty securing work during the break because it is only a month long period, and PennDOT does not hire 
interns back until the summer. 
  
Steven is a reliable, trustworthy, hard-worker who is willing and able to help others. He has a desire to assist 
people in many aspects. He worked hard on two TUMC sponsored ASP trips to West Virginia, and he has 
helped others doing odd jobs. If he doesn’t know how to do something, just show him and he’ll do his very 
best. He is always eager to learn new skills. He is great at helping 
others move, and tends to “enjoy” lifting the most heavy pieces! 
  
In the past, Steven has house-sat and pet-sat, (he enjoyed 
spending several days with Baxter for Dick & Pam, and also Keith 
and Amy Campbell’s dog, Daphne). He can also babysit. Amy and 
Keith say he is “GREAT” with Christopher. After meeting 
Christopher’s new baby sister Elizabeth a few weekends ago, 
Steven is eager to take her under his wing too! Amy already has 
him scheduled! Thinking of a late night out for New Year’s Eve? 
Steven is available and he has no curfew! If you need references, 
they can be provided. 
  
Steven has access to a car, so driving isn’t a concern. Basically, he 
is just a typical “poor college kid” and is looking for ways to make a 
few bucks while helping others. He wants to offer his services to his 
church family first!  Steven can be reached at 570-287-2268. 

tel:570-287-2268


The 2014 Bowling Bash  
was a success!  

 
We held seven events throughout the 
Susquehanna Conference during the 
months of March, April, and May. This 
being our first year back, I am pleased 
with the response. Seventeen 
churches participated by bowling and 
seven churches donated without bowling, netting the Bowling 
Bash $3,400. We provided a light lunch, and gave great prizes at 
each event. Congratulations to Bedford UMC Youth for raising 
the most money overall and receiving the grand prize of 
admission tickets to Lakemont Park for a fun day of "riding and 
sliding"!  
 
During the three spring months, I had the opportunity to visit 
places I had never been before and speak with some absolutely 
wonderful people who wanted to know more about the Children's 
Home, are praying for the kids, and want to help in any way they 
can. The events were fun, with lots of laughter, and many people 
expressed their desire to participate next year. To me this is 
success.  
 
We are very grateful for everyone who participated in one way or 
another - thank you so much!  
A recent survey of the groups produced comments such as:  
 "It was well organized and a great time of fun and 

fellowship."  
 "Everything was great!"  
 "Friendly atmosphere."  
 " chance to mingle with other youth"  
 " felt good about helping others"  
  
When asked what they liked most the responses were: door 
prizes and snacks, helping kids, free bowling and pizza, well 
planned, and camaraderie.  
 
Very soon I will begin scheduling events for the 2015 Bowling 
Bash, so watch for information in the Mail or email me at 
mvaitl@umhcservices.com.   
Looking forward to it!  

TUMC people 

Children’s 
Home News 

(From their fall  
2014 magazine) 

 
 

 
Every evening at Vacation Bible School we asked our 
youth to shout out "Mission Possible" if they felt they 
could raise $25.00 for each cottage at the UM Home. 
Thanks to our Good Lord and the generosity of our 
kids they beat that goal as we discussed on the 
telephone a little while back!  
 
That said, I just came back from the post office where 
I dropped off our care package for youth-at the 
Home. The package includes the cards the children 
made for each occupant, the snowflakes for each of 
the youth also made by the children, the envelopes 
as promised and our Mission donations for the month 
of July in the amount of $840.91!  
 
Working for your kids there taught us so much about 
our mission as Christians! Each night our VBS 
mission classes prayed for the youth at the Home, 
gave their time for them as they made cards and 
snowflakes for them, and donated from their piggy 
banks to help make the wishes of the kid's there 
come true! We are so grateful for all of your help 
because  
it helped make our "Mission Possible"!  
 
We look forward to hearing that our care package is 
safely in your capable hands!  
In Love & Service  
Madelyn Roote,  
Youth and Congregation of  
Trucksville U. M. Church  



During our meeting we 
discussed some of the 
“fun” youth group 
events as well as 
“community service” 
events the youth would 
be interested in 
participating in 
including: laser tag, 
Camp Orchard Hill fun 
day,  Annual Youth 

Rally, bonfire, Christmas caroling, lock-in, making 
soup and hoagies for “soup”er bowl Sunday, 
Skylake, volunteering at Blue Chip Animal Refuge, 
preparing dinners for the homeless at the Cross 
Creek Church, adopting a roadway, and helping at 
Nursing homes/sending cards. 
 
Mark Your Calendars: 
  
Saturday, November 15:  
(next meeting) Bonfire 
 
Report to the church by 5:30 to attend the church 
service as a youth group, then travel to Carol 
Hadsall’s Pavilion located off of Carverton Road 
across from Sunrise Estates.  Please bring a chair 
to sit on by the fire, your dues, t-shirt design and 
dress accordingly for the cold weather! 
 
Saturday, December 13:  
Christmas Caroling 
 
We will attend the Saturday night church service at 
5:30 as a youth group and then car pool with the 
leaders and volunteer adults to various places that 
have not yet been determined. 
 
Sunday, December 21: 
Youth Group meeting located in the lower level of 
the Education building. 
 
Sunday, March 29:  
Annual Youth Rally 
Details to come 
 
Friday, April 24th - Saturday, April 25th:  
Annual Lock-in at our church education building 
 
 
*** Everyone who participates in youth group is asked 
to pay dues ($10) which can be paid $10 up front or $1 
every meeting.  This money will go into the youth fund 
and used for either “fun” youth group events or 
“community service” events.  All money will be collected 
by Rachel Luke and given to the Church Financial 
Secretary to deposit into our fund. *** 

Confirmation classes will begin in early January 2015. 
These classes are for teens, grade 7 and up, who would 
like to become more involved in the ongoing ministry of 
Trucksville United Methodist Church. The classes will be 
held in the Educational Building beginning at noon on 
Sundays. A light meal will be served and the class will 
conclude by 1:30 pm each week. The confirmation 
classes will discuss basic faith questions, church 
history, Bible study, and personal faith sharing. 
 
Students will choose a mentor, (an adult whose faith 
walk inspires them). Students are to ask this person if 
they will join them in the confirmation process. If you 
don’t know whom to choose the pastors will help you in 
this decision. 
 
Some parents may ask what is the best age to begin 
confirmation classes.   Because teens mature at 
different rates, I suggest that you and your teen decide if 
they are ready to make a membership commitment.   
 
If you would like to be a part of confirmation class 
please let the church office know by December 30th. 

The Back Mountain Ministerium 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service  
Sunday, November 23, 4:00 pm  

at Trinity Presbyterian Church 
105 Irem Road, Dallas. 

 

Choir rehearsal begins at 3:00 PM. 
 

Please bring a canned good for offering  
to the Back Mountain Food Pantry 



Back  Mountain Food Pantry  
 
Things are looking up for the food pantry; we 
have four food drives scheduled so  
far for the month of November. Our shelves 
have been quite bare these last few  
months so the food drives are a blessing.  
 
We are busy preparing for our annual 
Thanksgiving distribution, which will be  
held on November 25, 2014. We will 
distribute over two hundred (200) orders.  
We have registered a large number of new 
clients this past October and renewed  
several of our former clients. Each year 
starting in July clients must update their  
current living status and sign a new TEFAP 
form (for financial eligibility). The  
clients are not eligible to receive food until 
these forms are updated each year.  
 
Again I would like to thank all my volunteers 
and the community. Without all of  
you we would not be able to help those in 
need.  
 
The food pantry will be closed starting at 
noon on December 19, 2014 and reopen  
on January 6, 2015.  
 

Carol A. Eyet,  
Manager  

 

HANDBELL CHOIR STARTING 

Hand bells are an easy and fun way to glorify God 
through music. Our church was recently blessed with a 
gift of three octaves of hand bells and supplies.  Myrtle 
Street United Methodist Church of Scranton, owners of 
the hand bells, made the difficult decision to close their 
church doors and join the Elm Park Church Family. They 
brought their hand bells with them with the hope that a 
local church would one day benefit from them and invite 
the Myrtle Street Congregants to hear them once more. 

Cindy Thomas was instrumental in making this happen; 
TUMC is the local church who will carry on the legacy of 
the bells!  

Please join us on Sunday, November 16, at 4:00 p.m. in 
the church sanctuary for an organizational meeting. All 
ages are welcome. If you are interested in learning 
more, or if you cannot attend the organizing meeting but 
wish to participate, please contact Cassie Palfey at the 
following email address: cassiepalfey@gmail.com 

Special thanks to Cindy and 
Cassie who physically 
transported the hand bells to 
our Sanctuary!  Cindy will 
ensure the church family at 
Elm Park UMC, which 
includes the original 
members of the Myrtle Street 
Congregation, are invited to 
hear the hand bells played 
once more! 

College Care Boxes: 
 
Thanks to many helping hands and generous donations 
from our church family, we were able to deliver 32 boxes 
to college kids last month.  Judging by one of the notes 
we received, the boxes (containing snacks, school 
supplies, fun items, cards from our Sunday school 
children and a note from Pastor Dick) couldn't have 
arrived at a better time:  “….this past week we prepared 
for our midterm exams” 
 
Sandy Race, coordinator of the project, reported a total 
mailing cost of just over $260, almost all of which was 
covered by donations.  The remainder was covered by 
the Care Fund.  Our thanks to everyone  who 
contributed in any way to the success of this 
ministry.                              
 

TUMC CARE TEAM 



Sunday School Ministry 
 

Our 2014-15 Sunday School year is well 
underway and our precious children are 
filling our Education Building with an 
incredible enthusiasm to learn more about 
Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  We are 
quickly approaching our first Mission 
Sunday of the year on November 16th 
during our Sunday School times of 9:45-
10:45 in Memorial Hall.  It is an open 
invitation for all to support the Sunday 
School’s first quarter Mission, the United 
Methodist Children’s Home.  There will be 
entertainment, homemade snacks, games, 
and  a special craft and music for all those 
who would like to “Catch The Spirit” of our 
youth.  Thus far the children have raised over $300.00 and it would be a true blessing if they could reach 
$500.00 before December1st.  These monies are going towards buying Christmas gifts for the children in the 
Home. 
 
The Sunday School Children recognize through all their wonderful teachings that the Lord does provide for 
us, but at times we are the ones who are called to provide for others.  They are passionate about reaching 
out to these children in need who do not have mothers, fathers and their current home is the Children’s Home 
in Mechanicsburg.  It promises to be a fun-filled hour for those who attend, but the true joy will be in the 
hearts of the children who receive the gifts from us knowing they are in our thoughts and prayers always. 
 
A special thank you needs to be expressed to all of the teachers, aids, Staci Miller and Dr. Steve who are 
energized each Sunday morning to share the word of God with our most precious gift, our children.   We are 
blessed with many who are willing to serve but know we are always looking for additional individuals to help.  
Look inside your heart, and see what God is saying to you…even if you don’t feel you have a calling to teach 
your helpful presence in the classroom is a cherished gift we would be so blessed to have. 
 
Please don’t miss an opportunity to spread the Good News throughout the community – we are on a Mission 
to Grow and Serve! 
 
Here are a few of the special dates to mark on your calendar: 
 

November 16th – Fall Mission Sunday (Supporting the UM Children’s Home) 
 

December 14th - Christmas Pageant 
 

February 15th – Winter Mission Sunday (Supporting Stop Hunger Now) 
 

June 7
th
 – Children’s Day (Supporting our Campership Program) 

 
As we approach Thanksgiving, know we have so much to be thankful for this year.  Our Sunday School is 
growing and the support of our precious church congregation is the blessing we cherish.  God does provide 
and with your loving support of our Sunday School Ministry we are teaching our children the greatest lesson 
of all to have a growing relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ because….he will change our lives 
forever! 
 

Debbie Shilanski 
SS Superintendent 

 



The Choir Room 
with Dr. Steve 

 
As we enter Advent, the hymn “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel”  helps us to mark the season. This 
favorite hymn of Advent is one of the oldest hymns in 
our hymnal, and dates back to the monasteries of 
Europe circa 800 A.D. In the early church two choirs, 
who faced each other in the chancel, would alternate 
singing antiphons. The “O Antiphons” would 
traditionally be sung during the final week before the 
celebration of Jesus’ nativity. Many years later, in the 
mid-1800’s, Anglican priest and hymn writer John Mason Neale (1818-1866) assembled this ancient text into 
the hymn that we know today, likely borrowing his melody from an ancient plainsong chant. As we look 
forward with joyful anticipation of time to be spent with family and the giving and receiving of gifts, consider 
the solemnity of this historic hymn, and allow this ancient text help us focus on Jesus being the reason for the 
season. 
 
Each of the ancient antiphons listed below, originally penned in Latin, presents an Old Testament name of the 
expected Messiah. 
 
“O Sapientia, quae ex ore altissimi. . .”  (O Wisdom from on high) 
“O Adonai et dux domus Israel. . .”  (O Lord and ruler of the house of Israel) 
“O Radix Jesse qui stas in signum populorum. . .”  (O Root of Jesse) 
“O Clavis David et sceptrum domus. . .”  (O Key of David) 
“O Oriens, splendor lucis aeternae. . .”  (O Dayspring, splendor of eternal light) 
“O Rex gentium et desideratus. . .”  (O longed-for King of the nations) 
“O Emmanuel, rex et legiter noster. . .”  (O Emmanuel, God with us, our King) 
 
Do you enjoy a good word puzzle? Embedded in these antiphons is a special surprise! It is apparent that the 
medieval monks spent much time contemplating and praising our great God. If you look at the first letters of 
each of these antiphons, they are carefully arranged to form an acrostic. If you read the first letter of each of 
the names of the Messiah and reverse the order, these letters spell the following Latin phrase: ero cras. This 
phrase translates into a message that sums up this blessed season: "Tomorrow I shall be there." The best gift 
of the season is the arrival of the long-awaited Messiah, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
So as we approach this Christmas season, let us reconnect with our roots in the early Christian church. As 
we sing this historic hymn, may we with reverence and awe be thankful for the coming of Jesus, the true gift 
of Christmas, who bridged the gap between God and humankind. 

DECEMBER MISSION FOCUS: 
 
Throughout the month of December we are supporting our Back Mountain 
Food Pantry with many ways to participate: 
 
 All Mission Envelopes placed in our Offertory throughout the month 

benefit the Food Pantry. 
 Susanna Fellowship’s Angel Tree donations go directly to the Food 

Pantry as well! 
 We will also designate our Loose Change Offering on Sunday, December 

28 to the Food Pantry. 
 Pick up an angel to hang on our Educational Facility Christmas Tree in 

the Sanctuary or the Office.  




