
Palm Sunday 
March 29th 

 
Maundy Thursday 

April 2nd 
Open Communion 

Come any time between 5:00 and 8:00 pm 
 

Good Friday Service 
April 3rd  7:00 pm 

 
Easter Sunrise  
6:45 am  April 5th 

In Cedar Crest Cemetery 
 

Easter Services 
April 5th   8:30 am & 11:00 am 

 
 
 

Saturday Evening Services as always 
5:30 pm 
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“ M aking Disciples and Making a Difference”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With your help Trucksville 
United Methodist Church 

will pack over 15,000 
meals for  

“Stop Hunger Now” 



Thank you for your recent 

donation to the Shoemaker 

Hub. We are grateful for your 

support.  The donation will go 

toward furthering our mission 

for local, national, and global 

service. 
Thank you again, 

Shoemaker Hub 

Ruth’s Place a Program of 
Volunteers of America of 
Pennsylvania would like to 
graciously thank you for your 
contribution of blankets. 

I would like to thank you on behalf of the Back 

Mountain Food Pantry for your most generous 

donation of $1,000.00. Your support of the 

food pantry is greatly appreciated.  Our 
organization is able to help those in need 
because of the generosity of people like you. 

Carol A. Eyet,  
Back Mountain Food Pantry Manager 

We gratefully acknowledge your 2014 contribution in the 
amount of $769.44 which represents youth donations. 
Your thoughtfulness means so much and we want you to 
know our sincere gratitude. May God bless you for your 
gift and for your heartfelt concern for the children! 

 
Kathy J. Eppley, VP &  Daniel J. Brannen, President/CEO 

We are so grateful for your gifts to the Kairos Prison 
Ministry.  Through your donations, the ministry is 
able to pursue its mission of ministry to those who 
are impacted by incarcerations. Through the grace of 
God, and enabled by your gifts, we are working to 
bring persons lost in shame, guilt, and forgiveness, 
and hatred to know the healing and saving power of 
Jesus Christ, and a new way of life. 
 
We hope you understand how much your support of 
this ministry means to the people with who we come 
into contact.  Lives are touched and new hope is born 
because God has put our work on your heart. We are 
eternally grateful and hope that you love for us and 
our mission in Christ’s name might continue. 

Todd Sefton 
Financial Secretary 

What a blessing to be the recipient of your generous 

donation of $750.00 for our “Buy A Half Day” program! 

We are so thankful for your dedication to Mission 

Central.  On November 14 th
 Trucksville UMC was 

recognized as the sponsor of the day on our electronic 

display board and on our website.  Again, we 

appreciate your gift which will be used to continue 

Connectiong God’s Resources with Human Need 

allowing us to be the hands and feet of Christ 

throughout the world.  We couldn’t do what we do 

without churches like YOU!!    

Reverend Rob Visscher, Executive Director 
 

Thank 
You 

Thank you for your generous donation to 
help us with heating costs for Mother 
Teresa’s Haven. Thank you so much for not 
abandoning the poor among us.  God Bless 
you for your care of the Homeless! 

Msgr. Joseph P. Kelly 
Thank you so much for transforming lives in the name of 

Jesus! ($1,185.00 was donated in 2014!) 

Compassion International 



Trustee Notes 
 
In just two months this year, we raised 
$874.00 for our heating bill! A big thank you 
to our supporters and our anonymous 
donor who pays all expenses! With all of 
you, we CAN make a difference! 
 
Thank you to Jim Barto who attended 
Kingston Twp meetings & organized UGI 
adding a light to the crosswalk at zero cost 
to our church! 
 
Our John Deere mower will have its annual 
service before the grass cutting season. We 
are all looking forward to green grass & 
Spring flowers! 

The Choir Room 
Dr. Steve 

 

As we journey through the Lenten season, my mind goes to 
Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Several years ago, I 
found a choir selection entitled, “Don’t Let the Rocks Cry Out.” 
The imagery suggested in this song gave me a new way to 
consider this most important event. 
 

Have you ever been in a situation in which there was an 
energy in the air, and everything feels like it’s electric? The 
other year, for a special birthday, I planned a surprise party for 
my wife, Kim. We had a special room reserved at a restaurant. 
Family and friends were waiting to surprise her. The room was 
decorated with balloons, a special centerpiece, and other 
special touches that would be meaningful to her. And I had to 
keep the surprise a secret as I acted like we were going to a 
low key dinner for two. As she and I entered the restaurant, 
you could just feel the energy in the air. 
 

The energy was high the day Jesus entered Jerusalem. 
Everyone had heard about the miracles and teachings of 
Jesus, and here He was. And He was riding into Jerusalem on 
a donkey, which Isaiah predicted would be a sign of the long-
awaited Messiah. Seeing this important sign, Jesus’ disciples 
and the crowds yelled with excitement. The leaders of the 
temple were angry and plotted to kill Him. Jesus, knowing the 
next steps in His mission to save humankind, wanted to 
prevent the crowds from making Him king over Israel 
immediately. The book of Luke sets the scene: 
 

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” Some of the 
Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples!” “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones 
will cry out.” ( Luke   19 : 38-40  NIV)                
 

As we read the words of Jesus’ passion this year, may the 
words of the story come alive to you as you contrast the 
energized atmosphere of Palm Sunday with the different 
emotions that occurred later that week. With His disciples, let 
us loudly praise and exalt Jesus, our Lord, our Savior, and our 
Messiah. Have a blessed Easter. But whatever you do, don’t 
make the rocks cry out. 

Why Go To Church? 
 
A  Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of 
a newspaper and complained that it made 
no sense  to go to church every Sunday.  
"I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and 
in that time I have heard something like 
3,000 sermons.  But for the life of me, I 
can't remember a single one of them.  So, I 
think I'm wasting my time and the pastors 
are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all." 
  
This started a real controversy in the 
"Letters to the Editor" column, much to the 
delight of the editor.  It went on for weeks 
until someone wrote this clincher: 
  
"I've been married for 30 years now. In that 
time my wife has cooked some 32,000 
meals.  But, for the life of me, I cannot 
recall the entire menu for a single one of 
those meals. But I do know this. They all 
nourished me and gave me the strength I 
needed to do my work.  If my wife had not 
given me these meals, I would be physically 
dead today.  Likewise, if I had not gone to 
church for nourishment, I would be 
spiritually dead today!"  When you are 
DOWN to nothing..... God is UP to 
something!  Faith sees the invisible, 
believes the incredible and receives the 
impossible!  Thank God for our physical 
AND our spiritual nourishment! 
   
Submitted by Tammy Taylor 



Memorial Contributions  
& Notices 

 

In Loving Memory of Jay Crispell 
Mr.  & Mrs. David Burnaford 
Mr.  & Mrs., S. David Crispell  
Norma R. Crispell  
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne C. Crispell 
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Crawford 
Holly & James Daubert 
Jannette A. Grieves 
June D. Johnston 
Diane & Wayne Long 
Jean & Bill Long 
Carolyn & Daniel Luke 
Deb & Jim Jury 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kern 
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Mission Jr. 
Lori & Dave Monk 
Betty Metzgar 
Tania & Phil Reinert 
Yvonne A. Slate 
 

In Loving Memory of John Wardell 
Pat & Bob Baird 
Elizabeth & Howard Bauman  
Melba Dickson 
Lee & Verna Holman 
Deb & Jim Jury 
Betty Alice Key  
Gail & Dan Kistler 
Bill & Jean Long 
Betty Metzgar 
Ray Metzgar 
Clarence & Moag Michael 
Tania & Phil Reinert 
Julie & Carl Sgarlat  
Henry Tyroch  
Sandra F. Whitesell 
 

In Loving Memory  
of Mary Jo Griffiths 
Mary & William Griffiths  
Nancy & Bruce Griffiths  
Elizabeth & Theodore Hinkle  
 

In Loving Memory  
of Janet Post Phillips 
Louise S. Hazeltine 

Heartfelt sympathies are extended  
to the entire Finney Family:  

  
Elizabeth Palmer Finney, age 95, died at Willow Street, 
PA on December 30, 2014.  She was predeceased by 
her  sister  June  Palmer  Bennett  in  March  2014.  
Interment will be in Cedar Crest Cemetery at a later 
date.  The Palmer, Bennett and Finney Families were 
members of this Congregation for many years. 

A Note of Thanks 
 
Thank you all (our church family), for your cards, food, 
love, concern, and most of all your prayers during the 
passing of Jay.  
 
It is still so unreal to us and we are taking one day at a 
time, but we do have all of you, our families and God to 
help us to move forward.  
 
My in-laws and my parents were so comforted by the 
love and support shown to them along with Jason and I 
on the day of Jay's service and beyond. I Thank You for 
that. May God Bless You All.     
 

Love, Jason & Tracy Crispell 



Sunday School Ministry 
 
Although this winter has been cold and long, the Sunday 
School classes have been warming things up with their 
infectious energy wanting to learn more about their Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
As they learned more about Jesus’ ministry when he 
walked this earth with his twelve disciples, they also were 
vigorously preparing their “goods” for Mission Sunday.  
The weather, unfortunately, didn’t cooperate but it didn’t 
stop our students or their teachers.  Even on a snowy, 
Sunday morning we had an incredible number of people 
turn out for our Winter Mission Sunday.  Free will 
offerings were used to purchase or participate in any of 
the following activities or items which each class worked 
hard to prepare or organize for this fun filled event.  For 
any who missed this day, the following is a sample of the 
fun you missed: 
 

 Nursery Class – Yummy sugar animal cookies made for you to decorate (two by two, of course) 

 Pre-K Class – Beautiful colored pasta shapes available to make necklaces and bracelets  

 Kindergarten – Peeled, melted and molded broken crayons to form beautiful flowers to use on “STOP 

HUNGER NOW Posters  

 1st & 2nd Graders – An array of games to play to get the wiggles out after a long, cold winter 

 3rd & 4th Graders – prepared a trivia game to test ages at all levels…Are you smarter than a 3rd of 4th 

Grader? 

 5th & 6th Graders – prepared soup and meat rubs in a jar, and of course served up a hearty batch of 
delicious soup for all to enjoy! 

 7th & 8th Graders – prepared and allowed you to make cards for every occasion.  Those not purchased 

were graciously given to our wonderful Nurture and Care team.  Each card was beautifully prepared not 
only with art but with words from their hearts. 

 Sr. High – Allowed everyone time to paint their hearts out – saying “STOP HUNGER NOW”! 

 
Thank you to everyone who participated not only with the preparation but with experiencing and donating to 
this most successful day.  The Sunday School raised $274.54 on this snowy, cold Sunday…enough money 
for 947 meals…AWESOME. 
 
The Sunday School also put their offering towards STOP HUNGER NOW over the last two months and to 
date have donated $473.70.   
 
As Jesus nurtured his disciples so too do our incredible teachers nurture our students in being disciples.  
They are learning that all of their pennies truly do add up.  This week they were given an additional challenge 
by Kristyn Ecenrode to do various tasks around their homes asking only $0.29/task.  What an incredible 
reminder to all, how little it takes to make a difference in someone else’s life.  Together, we can make a 
difference. 
 
We are so blessed with a Sunday School who is truly alive with a Spirit of Giving.  Feel free to join us any 
Sunday morning…you too will Catch the Spirit! 
 

Debbie Shilanski 



Mission Greetings 
 
Hello Everyone! I trust everyone got through the horrid winter alright. Welcome spring! The Mission 
Committee would like to thank all of you for your heart for missions. The turkey dinner was a sell out! Thank 
you to everyone who helped out, especially the Rossick’s for heading it up again this year. The proceeds will 
go to "Stop Hunger Now."  The confirmands and their mentors will be taking on the challenge to pack 
thousands of meals on Saturday, March 21st and asking for helpers. It should be a lot of fun and very 
rewarding. Our remaining monthly missions for the year are as follows: 
 

 March is UMCOR & One Great Hour of Sharing which ensures 100% of all donations reach those who 

need it most! 

 April is for Campership Scholarships 

 May will be "Nothin' but Nets" (Look for the challenge to cover the cost for same number of nets as we 

have children in Sunday School!) 

 June is Habitat for Humanity (We hope to provide lunches for the volunteers and suggest downloading an 

app that will donate money to this charity; more information to follow.) 

 July donations will go to the United Methodist Homes (For Children and UM Nursing Facilities.) 

 August is the Catherine McCauly House (We asked for a wish list and we will collect monetary donations 

and items they need.) Proceeds from Audrey's Ice Cream Social will also go to this mission. 

 September is set aside for GYTTE (Health items and monetary donations.) 

 October we will focus on Ruth's Place (This month will also collect much needed items for the women.) 

 November our focus will be our Bishop's Partners in Missions 

 December is for the Back Mountain Food Bank and our Christmas P.J. Project 

 
Our committee is trying to do a “hands on activity” each month that relates to that mission. If you have any 
ideas, please let Dick, Madelyn or Lois know your suggestion. In addition, we would love to welcome you to 
our meetings and hear your input for missions. We are a small group and could always use more voices 
representing our church family. If you are interested let us know so we can get you on our email list 
 
Remember to save your change for the last Sunday of each month for "Change for a Change." Those coins 
really add up. Thank you to the Shilanski family for that great idea a couple of years back! 
 
We are looking for volunteers to "Adopt a Mission Tub"!  We need someone to take responsibility to sort 
through donations and take the items to the corresponding mission when the tub gets filled, which may be 
weekly, once a month or less. We are dividing it into three month cycles. Please pray about it and sign up if 
you are led to do so. 
 
The flea market is scheduled for Friday & Saturday, April 17-18th. Proceeds from the "big room" will go to 
missions (TBD.) If you helped last year and would like to do so again, please let Lois know. Also, if you did 
not help and would like to, please let Lois know. We need many volunteers for this event to go off smoothly. 
Even if you can only give an hour or 
two, that would be helpful. 
 
Again, thank you for all you do for 
the glory of God; we are His hands 
and feet.   
 
Lois Gross  
and the Mission Committee 
 



TRUCKSVILLE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CENTER 
 
Our TECEC children have been enjoying themes like Winter Weather, Zoo Animals, Bears, Transportation, 
Good Health, Valentine’s Day (Communications, Post Office), and fun celebrations of Dr. Seuss’s Birthday 
and Read Across America Week.  Our 4/5 year old classes will visit Weis Market for a tour on March 25th & 
26th and our Annual MDA Hop-a-thon is coming up on March 30th & 31st.  Leggio’s Family Fun Night is 
scheduled for March 24th from 5 to 8pm.  When you join us to eat at Leggio’s during this time, 10% of your 
purchase (excluding alcohol) will go to TECEC!  This includes the purchase of gift certificates.  
 
Math & Language and PlayPals extended hours programs for our preschoolers are in full swing.  Our 
Creative Kids Kindergarten Extension continues to impress.  The enrichment these children are gaining 
through this program is evident to their families and teachers.  Our full day Kindergarteners are blossoming 
into readers and problem solvers.  The Starfall Curriculum and Every Day Math are a great combination! 
 
Our TECEC Board Visioning Committee is conducting a 
survey and would appreciate your input.  Please see 
the form included in this month’s BEACON.  We thank 
you in advance for your help!  Also, thank you to all 
who supported our Gertrude Hawk Candy Sale!   
 
Registration for 2015-16 is now open!  Please stop by 
the Sunday School office if you need a form.  If you 
would like to visit or tour the school, please call for an 
appointment or stop by at your convenience.  
Remember, church families receive a 10% tuition 
discount!        
  
 
Respectfully submitted by     
                           
Marjorie Adams 
Director 

Project DJ 
 

Beginning March 12, 2015, DJ began meeting on second Thursday evening of the 
month for the spring, summer and fall seasons.  We meet on Monday mornings 
at 9:30 every week, year round. 
 
Our fundraising efforts now include a table at the Brown Barn in Shavertown.  We 
will continue to attend various craft shows and events selling our homemade craft 
items.  All sales and donations are used for the purchase of materials used in the 
making of children's quilts. 
  
A large distribution of quilts will be made to various institutions in the near future. 
  
New members are always needed to help us create quilts.  Remember, we will 
teach you how to quilt and we provide all equipment and materials needed to sew quilts.  With spring coming, 
more field trips will be planned. 
  
A number of fabric donations have been made in the past few months.  A big thank you for all of them! 



Confirmation News 
 

Stop Hunger Now Mission Project 
March 21 

  
Retreat 

April 24 - 25 
  

Banquet  
Sunday, May 3  

  
Confirmation Sunday 

Sunday, May 17 
 

TECEC Family Night at Leggio’s  
Italian Ristorante in Dallas! 

  
Let’s get out and support our school on Tuesday, 
March 24, 2015 between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 
8:00 p.m.  For a night of family, friends and food!   
  
TECEC will receive 10% off all sales, excluding 
beverages, including take– out and gift certificates 
during our event!   
  
Come out and join us for a fun night at Leggio’s and be 
sure to tell them you are a TECEC supporter! 
   

Save the Date 
 
March 23 - 30   TECEC Silent Basket Auction 
 
April 10 - 11   Youth Lock-in 
 
April 11  Scout Spaghetti Supper 
 
April 17 - 18  Annual Flea Market  
 
April 25   TECEC Art Show  
 & Ice-Cream Social 
 
May 1 - 2 Annual Spring BBQ 

March 18th  
Abraham: Following God’s Call 

Read Genesis 12: 1 - 20 
 

March 25th  
Hannah: Praying in Pain 
Read 1 Samuel 1: 1 - 28 

Trustees Breakfast 
Sunday, March 15, 2015,  

9:00 am to 11:00 am 
 

On the Menu: 
French Toast 

Bacon 
Sausage 

Hash Browns 
Fruit Salad  

 
Our Good Will Offering helps pay our Heating Bill!  



Trucksville UMC/Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center 

Board of Directors 

Strategic Planning Committee 
 
 
 

Dear Church Member, 

 
 
The Strategic Planning Committee of the Board of Directors of Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center is 

requesting your assistance in planning for the future. The committee is gathering information from the various 

constituents of the Center. We will then utilize the information to plan for future programs and initiatives.  

 

Please return the form to the Church Office, in the offering plate,  

or via email to tececdirector@trucksvilleumc.com, office@trucksvilleumc.com or jildyl@aol.com. 

 
As you respond to the questions below please do so in consideration of our mission, to “assist young learners in their 

intellectual, emotional, social, and physical development by providing enriching experiences in a developmentally 

appropriate environment”.   

 
Please indicate if you have had  relationship to the Education Center in addition to your role as a church member: 

           ___current parent of student 

           ___ Former student of TNS 

           ___ Parent of former student of either TECEC or TNS 

           ___ Teacher 

           ___ other (explain)            

           ___No other role 

 
Please describe your experience with TECEC or TNS in fulfilling its mission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 If you have young children who attend an early childhood program other than TNS or TECEC, can you share reasons 

for your selection? Do you have suggestions for how TECEC might better meet your needs?  

 
 
   

       

 
 

 
 
Are you aware that the Center currently provides: 

 

 

Program Yes No 

Extended Hours Programs     

Kindergarten Enrichment     

Full Day Kindergarten     

mailto:tececdirector@trucksvilleumc.co


Would the availability of before/after care for your 4/5 year old or kindergarten child influence your decision to attend 

TECEC? 

 
______ Yes 

 
______ Not interested although I have a child of this age  

  

 ______ No, I do not have a child of this age 

 
 
If you answered yes to #5, what hours would you prefer for before and after care?     

 
________________________________ 

 
 
Do you have any suggestion for future programs at the Center which would benefit children and families in our 

community? 

 
 

 
 
 

Please use the bottom of this page to provide any additional information pertaining to the Education Center that you feel 

would be useful in future planning. 

 

 

 
 
Thank you for taking the time to help plan for our future. Your input is greatly valued. We look forward to sharing our 

plans for the future with you.  

 

 

 
If you have any questions, please contact any member of the Strategic Planning Committee: Marjorie Adams, Janelle 

O’Brien, Paul Reinert, or Janis Wilson Seeley  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring is in the Air and so are the plans for the Annual TUMC Flea Market! 
Friday April 17:   5.30 – 8.30 pm 
Saturday April 18:   8 am – Noon 

 

The entire proceeds will go to Mission Projects and Nurture and Care programs.  Wouldn’t it be great to reach 
$5000 this year!  Surely it’s within reach because last year we took in $4,560.  But it can only happen with 
everybody’s help so we are counting on you all! 
 

If you would like to volunteer we are looking for: 
 

 ‘Shop-keepers’ to tend departments in fellowship hall, arrange merchandise any way you like and 
suggest a price for each item.  You can ask friends, new folk in the church etc. to help you. Shops include: 
Holiday Items, Sports Corner, Garden Center, Books, Glassware, Dishes, Cookware, Linens, Small electrical 
appliances (in good working order), Lamps, Furniture and a Miscellaneous Corner. 
 ‘Checkers’ in main hall for Friday night and Saturday morning during the sale hours to bag and total 
merchandise for customers (You don’t handle any money.) 
 ‘Cashiers’ to handle the transactions for each customer (Math and money skills helpful!) 
 TLC (Trucksville Love and Care) Helpers available to assist wherever needed … guide customers 
to areas they are looking for, carry items to car, just share a smile and a friendly greeting. 
 

If you would like to donate we are looking for ‘stuff’ to sell! 
 

Without plenty of quality merchandise it will be hard to reach our goal. 
So as you spring clean, downsize, or even get ready to move, are there items no longer useful to you?  If so 
please keep us in mind and bring them to Fellowship Hall the week of April 13.  Items can include: 

  
Clothing (adult and children’s) 

We are sorry but we can’t accept lingerie, shoes or everyday purses 
Children’s Items 

Toys, baby items (large and small), complete puzzles and games etc… 
Jewelry, Name Brand Purses and Accessories 

Housewares: Cookware, dishes, glasses, Tupperware, silverware; Household Tools 
Linens and Lamps; Books and Music; Garden - tools, pots and flowers; Useable Sports Equipment 

 

Collectables: Antiques and Nearly Old pieces 
Please bring these items to church office April 1- 13 for research and pricing 

Also if you know about Antiques and Collectibles we could really use your assistance this year! 
 

       Have a truck? 
We need a few trucks with or without trailers to help transport the unsold merchandise to its various 

destinations.  It is a 2 hr. commitment from noon to 2 pm on Saturday 

 

For more information or to volunteer please call the church office at 570-696-3897 


