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Congratulations to our 2017 Confirmation Class and their families!
May God continue to Bless them on their Spiritual Journey!
Left to Right:
Joanna, Zach, Amelia, & Michael

Worship Times Beginning
September 10
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Members of the Youth Group recently wrapped up
another successful year.

A

ll year, we sent cards to our shut-ins,
including thinking of you, Christmas and
birthday cards.
Each card contains hand-written messages,
signed by all members of the Youth Group.
We’ve received positive feedback from the
recipients of the cards, and the youth enjoyed
connecting with these individuals.

In March, Dick
and Pam were
our guests as
the Youth Group
attended a
showing of The
Shack at
Movies 14. The
movie is based
on the bestselling book
about a man
whose faith is tested following the unexpected death of
his child, and an invitation to meet with God in the woods
where the tragedy occurred.

January’s “Bring-a-Friend Bowling Party” at Chacko’s was well-attended and our youth
had a blast! Pastor Dick offset the cost for those who attended worship services that
weekend.

We capped off the year with a weekend camping outing at
Frances Slocum in June. Despite some rainy evenings,
the youth, chaperoned by Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Jennings and
Mr. Banta, had a great time. The group enjoyed tent
camping,
swimming,
boating,
campfires and
some great
food. Thanks
to Russ Banta
for introducing
us to Dutch
Oven Donuts
and Pizzas,
which were a
huge hit!

February’s annual Lock-In was a great
success. Members enjoyed games, a devotion,
snacks, prayers, movies, pizza and
fellowship! Thanks to Mike Pajka for arranging
compelling speakers who facilitated a frank
discussion on the issues of substance abuse,
addiction and recovery. Afterwards, youth and
leaders prepared soups to benefit the Back Mtn.
Food Pantry. The lock-in was capped off by Mr.
Banta and Mr. Shilanski making a delicious
breakfast for the youth and their exhausted
leaders.

Youth Group Year Continued
During the February Lock in, the Youth Group
also prepared hoagies for the Annual Super
Bowl Hoagie Fundraiser. After a tithe of $100.00
to the General Fund, the Youth Group profited
over $900.00 for our sole annual
fundraiser. Homemade soups were sold to
support the nationwide Souper Bowl of Caring to
combat hunger in our communities. After
expenses, the youth raised $150.00 for the Food
Pantry through the free-will offering soup sale.

Also in February, TUMC hosted the Susquehanna
Conference's Youth Rally, entitled

Through music, interactive worship, mission, group
building and discussion, Youth Groups from all across
our region gathered to discuss the challenges facing
today’s youth.

Our new year will begin with August 26’s bonfire
following Saturday evening services. All youth
in SEVENTH through TWELFTH grades are
invited to join us! Watch your bulletin for
updates and more information.
Youth group gave back to the church and community, as
we worked to rake leaves and beautify the cemetery in
advance of Easter services. Later that month, all hands
were on deck for April’s Huge TUMC Flea Market. Youth
were involved during
setup week, as well
as runners,
checkout, helpers,
during the two-day
sale, and finally
assisting with
cleanup.

Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Jennings want to thank the
congregation for their continued support,
encouragement and prayers as our Youth Group
members work hard in our church and in the
community, growing closer to each other and to
Jesus Christ. Thanks also to the parents and
families of our members, who volunteered when
asked, contributed when necessary and
supported us in our endeavors.

Our fundraising is in full swing. We had a successful day at the Meadows
Market on the Pond last week. We have another three craft shows scheduled,
so we are busy making crafts as well as children's quilts. Thanks to all those
who participated in this endeavor.
The hand-quilting section of our group has recently completed a quilt and has
received a few antique quilt tops to finish off. This is also one of our fundraising projects. Although this group is small, they have contributed in a large
way to our cause.
Needless to say, we are very busy. A few new institutions have been added to
our distribution list. We welcome anyone who would like to join us on Monday
mornings. If you do not know how to make quilts, we will teach you. All
materials needed to make quilts are supplied. Come join us.
Mary Oliver

The Board of Directors of Trucksville Early Childhood
education is pleased to announce the appointment of
Brenda Strutko as the new TECEC Director.

Planet Green Recycling
In the short time this program started,
our church has earned $132.60 thanks
to all of you!

Brenda combines her nine years of experience teaching young
children utilizing developmentally appropriate practices with her
previous work experiences, which included scheduling, staff
supervision, budgeting, and recruitment.

Following is a list of items
accepted:

These qualities, coupled with her early childhood philosophy align
with our school's philosophy and the qualifications necessary to
meet the responsibilities of director.

GPS & Radar Detectors Calculators

We anticipate a bright future for the children who walk through our
doors in the days ahead.
Our school's program and
activities will only grow
stronger through the gifts
and graces of our new
director and our fine
teaching staff.
Together we will continue
to provide learning
experiences which will
encourage our students to
embrace an enduring
“Love of Learning” for
their lifetime.
Janis Wilson Seeley,
Ph.D.
On behalf of our TECEC
Board of Directors

Inkjet Cartridges Cell Phones &
Accessories

EBook Readers iPods/MP3 Players
Digital/Video Cameras PDAs
IPads/Tablets Video Game &
Consoles
Please drop items in the Sanctuary or
Church Office and KEEP ON SAVING!
Thank you!
Holly Daubert

Computers for Congolese Families in Scranton
"Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers." Romans 12:13 (NRSV)
In recent weeks, Trucksville United Methodist Church has prayed for some nearby Congolese families. Our
new neighbors came to Scranton from a refugee camp in Tanzania, after having fled war-torn Congo almost
20 years before. Many of them arrived in Northeastern PA (funded by United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops and recognized by the U.S. Government) just before winter with few resources. Prompted by a link
from friends at Trucksville on Facebook last fall, I met with some of the families to help with translation and
learned that the Congolese children started school around November. They were struggling to do their best to
adjust, and expressed their need for computers.
So back at Trucksville, I asked the congregation to pray for some of these big-ticket needs, such as desktops
for the new families. Pastor Dick Williams and Pastor Ian Hastings immediately suggested contacting Mission
Central to order them. We hadn’t even gotten to praise time, and the Lord was already responding to our
requests!

When I visited Mission Central’s computer ministry website, I was really impressed. But I hesitated when I
found that it was located over two hours away. I mentioned this to Madelyn Roote in the church office, and
once again received an immediate response from Pastor Dick: “Order them, and we’ll find someone to get
them!” We requested 3 computers from Mission Central’s computer ministry in Mechanicsburg, PA. Pastor
Dick and his wife Pam Williams made the long drive to pick them up – mice, keyboards, monitors, wires,
hardware – and delivered it safely to Trucksville.
A Wilkes student volunteering with me, Melissa Boob, gave quick tutorials to each family when we brought
the computers to the homes of the Congolese families this April. Parents and children alike were thrilled when
everything worked after plugging computers and cables in and turning them on.
That happy day is by no means the end of a story – the needs of the Congolese men, women and children
are great and their struggle is real. But they have been greatly encouraged by the kindness of strangers. I
suggest that we would be blessed to make them our friends!
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________

Pastor Scott Miller and St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Scranton have done all they can to welcome and support these resettled
families since their arrival last fall when some of the Congolese people walked almost two miles to join them at Sunday worship one
morning. If you would like to know more about how to get involved, please contact Amy Kuiken at amyekuiken@gmail.com.

Computers with the best firewall?
“And I myself will be a wall of fire
around [the holy city],’ declares
the LORD, ‘and I will be its glory
within.’. Zechariah 2:5

The Choir Room
Dr. Steve
For many of us, the summer is a time to which we look forward, a time to slow down a bit and enjoy more, a time to go
lighter on work and instead go for an ice cream, go swimming, go for a bike ride or a walk outdoors, and plan a
vacation. Just thinking about summer can bring a sense of peace. Our summer rest may involve some work, but the
tasks are restful and bring us joy: gardening, preparing a patio, grilling outdoors.
It is good to rest. God did not intend for people to work constantly. In Exodus 16 we read how God provided food in the
desert for His people, but He warned them to take a rest from gathering the food on the seventh day. In Luke 10 we
read how Jesus supported Mary, who wanted to rest by Jesus and drink in His words and enjoy His company while her
sister wanted her to slave away in the kitchen. Hear what God’s Word says:
“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth” (Psalm 46:10 NIV).
So give yourself permission this summer to slow down and enjoy life more, and to remind yourself of the joys of this
life. But as you slow down, don’t forget about Jesus. Be still and remember that He is God. Notice His footsteps and
fingerprints everywhere and bask in the beauty and wonder of all that He created, from the morning sunrise with birds
singing, to the awesome vastness visible in the night sky. True rest, peace, and happiness come from being in closer
relationship with Him. Read His Word. Talk with Him. Gather with His followers at TUMC to praise, worship, learn, and
serve Him. Have a restful summer.
There Is a Place of Quiet Rest
(Words and music by Cleland Boyd McAfee)
Verse 1:
There is a place of quiet rest,
Near to the heart of God,
A place where sin cannot molest,
Near to the heart of God.
Refrain:
O Jesus, blest Redeemer,
Sent from the heart of God,
Hold us, who wait before Thee,
Near to the heart of God.
Verse 2:
There is a place of comfort sweet,
Near to the heart of God,
A place where we our Savior meet,
Near to the heart of God.
Verse 3:
There is a place of full release,
Near to the heart of God,
A place where all is joy and peace,
Near to the heart of God.

Albert Blannett
During Albert' s high
school career he has
participated in football,
wrestling, and track and
field. His favorite was
track and field where he
was successful in shot
put and discus. He also
participated in the
Chess Club and Key
Club. He was inducted
into the National
Honors Society. He has
worked very hard to be
on the honors list his senior year.
Albert has always had an interest in how things work and
thinking of different ways to make them better. He will be
attending Penn State Wilkes - Barre in the fall. He will be
pursuing a degree in Mechanical Engineering.

Ashley
Denae
Jackson
Ashley
received
her BS in
Pharmaceutical
and Healthcare
Studies from
the University
of the
Sciences in
Philadelphia on
Friday, May 20.
She will continue her studies toward a Doctorate
in Pharmacy.
She is the daughter of Tara Marie Jackson and
the granddaughter of Edwin and Alice Cole.

We are so proud of you and all of your
accomplishments. Good luck and may all
your dreams come true.

Marcus Wagner
Marcus graduated cum laude from Ursinus College on May 14, 2017 with a
Bachelor of Science degree and honors in Biology. He was inducted into the
Tri Betta Biological Honor Society and the Cub & Key Society.
Marcus was awarded an Undergraduate Summer Research Fellowship from
the American Physiological Society, he was invited to present his findings at
the Experimental Biology Meeting in Chicago this past April where he was
recognized with the Barbara A. and John M. Horowitz Outstanding
Undergraduate Abstract Award and the David S. Bruce Excellence in
Undergraduate Research Award.
In the swimming pool, Marcus currently holds the 1,000 yard freestyle and
800 yard freestyle relay team records at Ursinus College. He obtained a
finals seed (top 8) finish in the 500, 1650, and 800 yard freestyle relay each
year at the Centennial Conference Swimming Championships. Marcus
served as a co-captain of the men’s swim team and represented Ursinus College as the President of the
Student Athlete Advisory Committee.
In his down time, Marcus served as a tour guide for the admissions office and an animal care manager of the
animal care facility for the Biology Department.
Marcus will begin research in the Center of Translational Medicine at the Lewis Katz School of Medicine at
Temple University in June. In August, he will begin his course work required for a PhD in Biomedical
Sciences with a concentration in Organ Systems and Translational Medicine.

Mikayla Dayle
Sowga

Michael Santora

During his high school career,
Michael participated in many
Mikayla graduated from Dallas
activities:
High School June 9th
•Founding Member and Officer
of Dallas High School
She will be attending Luzerne
Military Interest Club
County Community College in
•Member of Dallas High School
the fall prior to going to
Varsity Lacrosse Team;
Kutztown
selected first team all
conference all star
She is studying Early
•Selected to play on NEPA
Childhood (special) education
Development Lacrosse
team and participated in
Keystone State games
•Member of National Honor
Society
•Selected to represent Dallas
HS in Junior Leadership Wilkes-Barre
•Participated in Representative Boback’s Leadership Academy
•Eagle Scout, Troop 281, Dallas
•Class President, two years
•Active participant in community service for Dallas American
Legion, Back Mountain Memorial Library, Back Mountain Food
Pantry, Marines Toys for Tots program, Corey Ehret Walk, and
Marine Corps League
•Member of rock band “The Revolution”, and recorded two CDs that
have been featured on local radio stations.
On July 26, 2016, Michael was sworn into the United States Marine
Corps Delayed Entry Program, and was quickly appointed as squad
leader, a position he has held at the RSS Scranton office ever
since. Michael leaves June 25, 2017, for MCRD Parris Island, SC,
where upon completion of recruit training he will serve as a member
of the Marine Corps Infantry.

Michael Montgomery
Michael, a TUMC confirmand and regular at Sunday School, is
graduating from Dallas High School where he completed all of his course
studies.
Michael prefers to stay behind the scenes and his future plans include
attending West Side Career & Technical Center in Pringle to enroll in
their multimedia program for one year.
His studies will prepare him to work behind the camera in the field he
loves most; television, film, video, sound, and cinematography.
Michael will transfer to LCCC to continue his education after completing
the program.

Raphael James Zbysheski
Raphael, (R.J.), graduated from Wyoming Valley West H.S.
with a 3.7 average.
While in High School he played Football for the Spartans all
four years and achieved his letter and jacket.
He received Confirmation at TUMC with Barry Wagner as his
Mentor; both are huge N.Y. Giant Fans!
RJ is preparing this summer to leave for Parris Island to
complete Boot Camp Training for the U.S. Marine Corps
on August 21st.

We are very proud of what this young man has accomplished
and we are looking forward to what God has in store for his
life.

INVITATION TO MISSIONS
Come and enjoy Authentic Mexican Cuisine in
Puebla and Tlancualpican
If you have eaten at Taco Bell, you haven’t eaten authentic Mexican food. Want to try the real thing? Besides enjoying
the food, come and meet the people and participate in hands on ministry!
You are invited to become “AWARE” in Mexico, October 6-15, 2017
Aware = Alternative Work/Study Awareness Program






The trip is open to those 18 or older who have a desire to work and learn in another culture in a safe section of
Mexico!
Working with staff of the Give Ye Them To Eat program (www.gytte.org ), you will work alongside Mexicans on
construction projects, repairs and upgrades in and around the Tree of Life Training Center in Tlancualpican.
We will visit villages, participate in health programs, learn about agricultural & livestock development, participate
in worship at local Methodist Churches as well as have some time to shop and do some touring.
Cost for the trip is $2000. Scholarship assistance of up to $300 is available through team leader Rev. Marian
Hartman. Costs include all transportation, meals, lodging and admissions to tourist attractions.
Contact Rev. Marian Hartman, mhartman@susumc.org for more information or an application.

The Care and Nurture Team would like to update you on our
activities so far this year, as well as make you aware of upcoming
events and opportunities for you to join us in providing nurture and
care to members and our church family. Members of the team
make visits and often provide meals to our care partners and
homebound folks at various times throughout the year.

This Past Year
In December, Christmas poinsettias were delivered.
In March, the team provided refreshments for the Holy
Land Talk and also provided lunch for the confirmands
and their mentors.
On Palm Sunday, the team invited members to join the
Care Team, handed out new church directories, and
TUMC volunteer aprons, which the Care Team
purchased at the cost of over $700.00.

Upcoming events include:

July: Meal preparation to restock our freezers
Easter flowers were delivered to care partners and with meals for those in need and Partner visits.
homebound folks.
September: Monthly Mission Offering dedicated
During the annual Flea Market in April, sales of the to the College Care Boxes Ministry.
collectibles and treasures from the stage, beautifully set
up and displayed with the help of Nadine Young, October: College Care Boxes.
provided us with funds for our Care Team Ministries.
November: Partner Visits, Planning Meeting for
In June we hosted a night of fellowship with our friends 2018.
at the Meadows on Wednesday, June 28 at 5PM.
December: Meadows Supper and Communion
A meal was provided, followed by Communion Service.
Service, Poinsettia Delivery.
So far this year, the team has given over $800 in
discretionary gifts to families experiencing health crises Please prayerfully consider becoming a member
of the Care Team and to join us in any or all of our
or other financial need.
ministries!
Throughout the year, the Care Team provides Welcome
Contact Morag Michael memmichael@epix.net
Bags to visitors and new members.
or Linda Lispi ljl363@aol.com with any questions!
In keeping with the “tri-leadership approach, we
will be seeking a third person to join us in Care
Team Leadership during the next few months in
preparation for 2018!
Blessings,
Morag and Linda

Recent Gifts & Memorials
In Loving Memory of Tom Dombroski Sr.
Morag & Clarence Michael

In Loving Memory of Mary Lee Sowga
Melba Dickson

In Loving Memory of Lorraine Jolley
Mary Ann & Robert Weed
Tania & Phi Reinert
Rachel Decker Baldino
Barbara & Joseph Hogan Jr.
Barbara & Michael Duda
Robert & Barbara Thomas
Gerald & Elizabeth Nulton
Cheryl & Gary Greenberg
Catherine Charnitski
Molly & Robert J. Radics
Carolyn & Daniel Luke
Madelyn Roote & Jim Barto
Marian Kittle
Jean & Bill Long
Alice & Edward Bereznak
Kathy & Mike Barlow
Louise Schooley Hazeltine
Carol Jane Jolley
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Woelkers
Tyler Wilson

Thank you to everyone who has made me feel so
welcome as the new Director of Trucksville Early
Childhood Education Center!
So many church members have reached out or
stopped by to wish me and the school well. This
kindness is greatly appreciated.
We have completed two successful summer camps
this year in which the themes were, “Pirates &
Mermaids" and "Superhero's." The lobby of the school
was filled with a life size pirate ship that the kids
created. It was impressive! It was also fun to watch the
Superheros with their capes and masks perform songs
for their families.
We have been busy organizing and cleaning the school
in preparation of the new school year. If you would be
interested in reading to classes this year or have a
special talent/ hobby you would like to share please
let us know at the School's Office. We would love to
have you share your talents with the children.
Brenda Strutko

In Loving Memorial of Gerry Fritzges
Morag & Clarence Michael
Joyce & Donald Lloyd (Designated to VBS)

In Honor of Wayne & Diane Long
Betsy Balonis
(Wayne & Diane Long designated Mrs. Balonis’ gift to VBS, No
More Malaria, and the Rinehimer & Taylor Families)

In Honor of The TUMC Family
Michael & Emily Tonart

Mission Donation In Honor of
Pastors Dick Williams & Ian Hasting
Mr. & Mrs. Mark A. Umphred Jr. (Amy & Mark)

