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Palm Sunday
April 9th
Maundy Thursday Communion Service
April 13th 24th 7:00 pm

Actors needed for Good
Friday Drama. You will
need to memorize a page
long monologue.

Good Friday Drama
“ It Seems Like Just Yesterday ”
April 14th 7:00 pm
Easter Sunrise
Cedar Crest Cemetery
April 16th 6:45 am
Easter Services
April 16th 8:30 am & 11:00 am

Please contact the church
office 570 696-3897 if you
would like to take part in
this Good Friday Drama.

Saturday Evening Services
as always
5:30 pm
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Trustee Update
The Trustees again thank
you for your support on
the monthly breakfast! All
money collected goes
towards the heating
bill. We do thank our
anonymous donor who
pays for all the
expenses! Our last two
breakfasts are scheduled are March 19 serving
pancakes & all the fixings, and on April 9 we are serving
eggs.
There have been a lot of problems with the copier so
Pastor Dick researched different options. The Trustees
voted on purchasing a new Kyrocera that has many
options. This will be paid for with the Memorial Fund.
We have been working at the house including, painting,
new doors, new kitchen & bath floors and most recently
the hardwood floors have been refinished. We hope to
have it ready soon to be used as a rental property.
The Susquehanna District Office will move to our
Education Building in May which means we will be
seeing Rev Marian Hartman (Rev) much more! Her
office will go in the current book room and her
assistants, Debbie Shilanski and Cindy Weaver will
move into the Quiet room. A permanent wall will be put
up to separate the rooms.
The Food Pantry has inquired about their lease which is
up in 2018. The Trustees voted to keep the lease the
same at $600 a month for the next five years.
Before you know it our Spring Chicken BBQ will be here
so save the dates which are May 5 & 6!

We want to thank
everyone for their
continued
encouragement
and support. TUMC
is blessed to have a
terrific bunch of
young people. Let’s
continue to embrace them in fellowship as we all strive
to follow God’s plan and share His love with others!
Blessings!
Crys Jennings & Staci Miller

Introducing
Planet Green
Planet Green is a
recycling company that
pays us for toner
cartridges and used cell
phones. The
UPS shipping is free and
they will pay our church individually for each
cartridge and cell. I recently sent a 15.6 pound
box and we're just waiting for the cash!
We will still continue to cash in cartridges each
month through Staples for Reward Dollars as well!
So ask your friends, family, and coworkers to
save, save, save!! All the money goes toward
office supplies. There are donation boxes in the
back of the Sanctuary and in the Church Office.
Thank you!
Holly Daubert

Soda Tab Mission Finds a
Home at TUMC Once Again!
For quite some time, our soda tab collection has
been in limbo. No one knew what to do with them,
where to send or turn them in.
While Michael was in Geisinger, a lady from
Ronald McDonald house visited his room. I
eagerly asked if they were still accepting them.
She was happy to tell me “YES!” I can actually
turn them in at Geisinger hospital because they
have an office there.
We are once again accepting soda can tabs at our
TUMC Office! I will take this on as something I
really want to do. Thank you so much! Sincerely,
Staci Miller

As always, the youth of our church
have been very busy. All of our events
involve 20 or more of our members.

In February, we had our annual lock-in. We were
fortunate to have our own Mike Pakja as well as
representatives from Wyoming Valley Alcohol &
Drug Services and Clearbrook Treatment Center
speak to our youth about the dangers of drug and
alcohol use. We also welcomed Mr. & Mrs.
Henehan who spoke about their own experiences.
It was a very moving discussion. The kids were
very respectful as they asked questions and
seemed to really soak in the valuable information.

We made our three
soups for the Souper
Bowl Sale during our
lock-in. The evening
was filled with lots of
fun and laughter as we
played volleyball,
dodge ball, watched
movies, played cards
and board games, ate
Pizza Perfect pizza and all of the other treats sent in by
parents. Of course, we had several youth who were able
to stay awake the entire event into the morning when we
were treated with a pancake breakfast. Thanks to those
parents who helped with games, soups, supervision and
breakfast.

The Youth Group had a very successful Hoagie Fundraiser, selling
almost double the amount of hoagies that we sold last year. In true
Assembly-line fashion, we were able to make about 250 hoagies in
about two hours, fresh for our customers. We raised over $900.00
on our Hoagie fundraiser, $100.00 of which the Youth Group
Members chose to tithe to TUMC General Fund. We also raised
almost $150.00 for our soups, which was donated to the Back
Mountain Food Pantry.
On February 26th, our Youth Group members were guests
at a Youth Rally held at our very own TUMC.
#thestruggleisreal, offered by The Young People’s Ministry
Council, was held at our church and welcomed
approximately 100 youth from various churches in and
around our area. The youth learned different coping
methods for problems they may face in their lives. Thanks
again to the ladies who provided a delicious dinner for all!

We are looking forward to the upcoming annual
Flea Market. Members of the Youth Group can
be seen in many areas from setting up before
the event, to acting as “runners” during the
event, and finally cleaning up after the event.

Project DJ Update
by Mary Oliver
Again we are looking forward to the spring and another year of
fundraising. New craft shows are being sought to sell our wares. We
will continue to hand quilt on Tuesday mornings as a means to raise
funds.
Our new location in the basement of the Education Building has made
our work easier. There is no need to set up and break down. We do
overflow into another room on days of high attendance, but we are
making more quilts than ever and that is good. Very shortly we will
be distributing approximately 300 quilts to institutions and individuals.

Mission Ministry Updates
by Linda Lispi
At the January 2016 Mission Meeting, two outreach projects were
presented to the group by Regina Stanton. For over a year, TUMC
members have been actively participating in the One Square Meal
Outreach and the My Brother’s Keeper Project.
One Square Meal
Several members of TUMC have been joining together with other
members of the community to provide meals to the homeless and
disadvantaged on Public Square in Wilkes Barre. The group in which
TUMC members participate prepares and serves meals on the
second Saturday of each month. Also offered to those in need have
been health kits, blankets, clothing and outerwear. Literature sharing
the Lord’s message is provided. The men and women who frequent
the Square Meals look forward not only to the meals and provisions,
but to the interaction with those who provide the event.
My Brother’s Keeper
This project is made up of individuals and groups desiring to help the
homeless by making simple sleeping bags (also known as Ugly
Quilts) from recycled fabrics and distributing them to those in need.
The purpose of the mission is to help the homeless stay warm until
they can be helped or healed by others in our society.
Our TUMC group usually meets on Thursdays from 10AM until noon.
You do not need sewing skills to participate! The Ugly Quilts are
made by layering materials and attaching them using simple hand
stitching and knots. If you are interested in helping out, contact
Martha Jones.

Recent Gifts to our
Memorial Fund
In Loving Memory of
Dorothy Jones
Clarence & Morag Michael
In Loving Memory of
Jan Martichack
Clarence & Morag Michael
In Loving Memory of
Marilyn Pace
Jeff & Joyce Pace
In Loving Memory
Stanley Runscavage
Joyce & Jeff Pace
The Chancel Choir

Holy Land Presentation
March 19th
9:00 am to 11:00 am
Donations go toward
our heating costs.

Pastor Jim Quinn of Luzerne Presbyterian Church,
who recently visited the Holy Land, will be on hand to share
about his experience in the Holy Land

March 19, 2017
9:45 to 10:45 a.m.
Light Refreshments Served

TRUCKSVILLE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CENTER
Our TECEC children have been enjoying themes like Good Health and Dental, Fairy Tales, All About Me,
Senses, Communications, Dinosaurs and Bears. Fun celebrations of Dr. Seuss’s Birthday and Read Across
America Week took place with guest readers and TECEC Board Members Paul Reinert, Morag Michael and
Pastor Dick Williams; as well as Jon and Renie Meyer, WNEP News Anchor and Reporter, and parents of
Olivia, reading to the children.
Our Parent Group will be holding their Annual Silent Auction from March 18th – 24th; the baskets will be set
up in our foyer over the weekend of the 18th for church members to bid on. Bidding will close at 3pm on
March 24th.
Our Annual MDA Hop-a-thon is coming up on April 3rd and 4th, the children enjoy this fun activity!
The TECEC Art Show and Ice Cream Social will be held April 8th, and the children’s artwork will remain set
up in Memorial Hall on Sunday, April 9th for you to see.
Math & Language and PlayPals extended hours programs for our preschoolers are in full swing. Our
Creative Kids Kindergarten Extension continues to impress. The enrichment these children are gaining
through this program is evident to their families and teachers.
Our full day Kindergarteners are blossoming into readers and
problem solvers. The Starfall Curriculum, Every Day Math and
Writers Workshop are a great combination!
Just a reminder that you are welcome to donate to the TECEC
Board of Directors Scholarship fund. Your generosity has made
it possible for a child to attend our school this year who would
not have been able to otherwise. We hope to offer two
scholarships for the 2017-18 school year.
Registration for 2017-18 is now open! Please stop by the
Sunday School office if you need a form. If you would like to
visit or tour the school, please call for an appointment or stop by
at your convenience. Remember, church families receive a
10% tuition discount!
Respectfully submitted by
Marjorie Adams, Director

TUMC's Huge Neighborhood

Featured Departments
Books & Music, Children's Corner, Clothing, Cupboard, Collectibles, Garden Shop, Holiday Shop,
Housewares (china, glass, linens, cookware, small appliances, etc.), Jewelry,
Designer Purses and Scarves, Sporting Goods, Snack Bar and a Bake Sale

We regret we cannot take:
Stuffed chairs & couches; Mattresses & Box Springs; books; outdated electronics;
large appliances; outdated purses, shoes & lingerie, cribs or car seats.
We also ask all items (incl. clothing) are gently used and in good condition!
Remember: something you may no longer need might just be the 'treasure' someone else is looking for!

This is a church wide effort: We need lots of help!
Set-up, Baggers, Checkers, Runners, Kitchen, Cashiers, Sales
Set-up Mon-Thurs. Daytime (9-3) and Evenings (6-8)
Pick-Ups Mon - Wed Evenings ... Trucks helpful
Sales Friday Evening & Saturday Morning
Clean-Up (Sat noon-2pm)
Trucks to disperse unsold merchandise - Saturday at Noon
Choose the Department/Area where you would like to help & call
Crys Jennings at (570) 262-2192
or Staci Miller at (570) 287-2268.

Save the Date !
Save your Treasures !

THE TABLECLOTH
A True Story - Submitted by Pastor Rob Reid
The brand new pastor and his wife, newly assigned to their first ministry, to reopen a church in suburban
Brooklyn, arrived in early October excited about their opportunities. When they saw their church, it was very
run down and needed much work. They set a goal to have everything done in time to have their first service
on Christmas Eve. They worked hard, repairing pews, plastering walls, painting, etc., and on December 18
were ahead of schedule and just about finished.
On December 19 a terrible tempest - a driving rainstorm hit the area and lasted for two days. On the 21st,
the pastor went over to the church. His heart sank when he saw that the roof had leaked, causing a large
area of plaster about 20 feet by 8 feet to fall off the front wall of the sanctuary just behind the pulpit,
beginning about head high.
The pastor cleaned up the mess on the floor, and not knowing what else to do but postpone the Christmas
Eve service, headed home. On the way he noticed that a local business was having a flea market type sale
for charity, so he stopped in. One of the items was a beautiful, handmade, ivory colored, crocheted tablecloth
with exquisite work, fine colors and a Cross embroidered right in the center. It was just the right size to cover
the hole in the front wall. He bought it and headed back to the church.
By this time it had started to snow. An older woman running from the opposite direction was trying to catch
the bus. She missed it. The pastor invited her to wait in the warm church for the next bus 45 minutes later.
She sat in a pew and paid no attention to the pastor while he got a ladder, hangers, etc., to put up the
tablecloth as a wall tapestry. The pastor could hardly believe how beautiful it looked and it covered up the
entire problem area. Then he noticed the woman walking down the center aisle. Her face was like a sheet.
"Pastor," she asked, "where did you get that tablecloth?" The pastor explained. The woman asked him to
check the lower right corner to see if the initials, EBG were crocheted into it there. They were. These were the
initials of the woman, and she had made this tablecloth 35 years before, in Austria. The woman could hardly
believe it as the pastor told how he had just gotten "The Tablecloth". The woman explained that before the
war she and her husband were well-to-do people in Austria. When the Nazis came, she was forced to leave.
Her husband was going to follow her the next week. He was captured, sent to prison and never saw her
husband or her home again. The pastor wanted to give her the tablecloth; but she made the pastor keep it
for the church. The pastor insisted on driving her home. That was the least he could do. She lived on the
other side of Staten Island and was only in Brooklyn for the day for a housecleaning job.
What a wonderful service they had on Christmas Eve. The church was almost full. The music and the spirit
were great. At the end of the service, the pastor and his wife greeted everyone at the door and many said that
they would return. One older man, whom the pastor recognized from the neighborhood continued to sit in
one of the pews and stare, and the pastor wondered why he wasn't leaving. The man asked him where he
got the tablecloth on the front wall because it was identical to one that his wife had made years ago when
they lived in Austria before the war and how could there be two tablecloths so much alike. He told the pastor
how the Nazis came, how he forced his wife to flee
for her safety and he was supposed to follow her, but
he was arrested and put in a prison. He never saw
his wife or his home again all the 35 years between.
The pastor asked him if he would allow him to take
him for a little ride. They drove to Staten Island and to
the same house where the pastor had taken the
woman three days earlier. He helped the man climb
the three flights of stairs to the woman's apartment,
knocked on the door and he saw the greatest
Christmas reunion he could ever imagine.
Thanks to Barb Cross for sharing
this heartwarming story!

The Choir Room
Dr. Steve
Jesus’ Suggestion for Giving Up Something for Lent
In an effort to better focus on Jesus during the season of Lent, some Christians are in the habit of practicing the
historical spiritual discipline of fasting and self-denial. They like to select something to give up for the 40 days of Lent in
order to focus better on Jesus. What might Jesus suggest that we give up for Lent?
In Matthew 6:25-33, while telling his followers about prayer, Jesus asks why we worry about so many things. Why do
we worry about what we will eat or drink? The birds do not plant or harvest food, nor do they store food in barns to
ensure they have enough. God makes sure they are well fed, and they are free to sing and enjoy flying over His
creation. Why do we worry about buying clothes? Jesus says the flowers do not make clothes nor labor for them, yet
they are more well-dressed than King Solomon. God knows that we need all of these things. Jesus is not recommending
that we don’t hold a job, nor that we not do our part in living responsible lives. He is suggesting that we have stronger
faith, trusting that the Father both understands and is ready to provide for our needs, to enable us to more freely
worship and serve Him. Jesus says, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
to you as well.”
So, what might Jesus suggest we give up for Lent? Worrying! Instead of focusing on ourselves and our physical needs,
thinking that we have to rely solely on our own efforts, we should trust that the Father knows and is very willing to
make sure that all of our needs are met. By prompting us to increase our faith in Him, He seeks to free us from worry
so that we can focus on our relationship with Him. We are free to concentrate on doing Kingdom work, and on being
more like Christ.
As we enter this season of Lent, what are you worrying about? Health? Financial concerns? Concerns about a family
member or a friend? Realize that you can take your concerns to the Father, and you can feel safe in releasing your
worries to Him, and instead better focus on your relationship with Jesus.
The hymn, Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days, reminds us of the efforts Jesus made when He went into the desert
for 40 days, and it is a prayer for us to be more Christ-like while observing a holy Lent in preparation for Easter. May
you experience a holy Lent free from the worries of life and focus on Jesus, the Author of our salvation.
1. Lord, who throughout these forty days
for us did fast and pray,
teach us with you to mourn our sins
and close by you to stay.

4. And through these days of penitence,
and through your Passiontide,
forevermore, in life and death,
O Lord, with us abide.

2. As you with Satan did contend,
and did the victory win,
O give us strength in you to fight,
in you to conquer sin.

5. Abide with us, that through this life
of doubts and hope and pain,
an Easter of unending joy
we may at last attain!

3. As you did hunger and did thirst,
so teach us, gracious Lord,
to die to self, and so to live
by your most holy Word.

Nurture & Care Update

Flea Market Collectibles

Submitted by Morag Michael

Do you know how to knit or crochet?
If so perhaps you would like to make a shawl to
share with someone who is ill or grieving, or for new
parents at their child's baptism?
We are happy to receive shawls of any size, shape
or color and also happy to reimburse your costs.

Once again the money raised at the Collectibles
Booth (on the stage) at this year's Flea Market will be
used to support our Care Ministries (Cards, Meals,
Discretionary Gift Cards, Visitor and New Member Gift
Bags, TUMC Aprons). We will begin accepting
donations on Monday April 24 so hunt in those closets
and cupboards for 'treasures' you may no longer
need. We will be happy to receive them. And if you
are looking for something to complete a collection, a
unique piece for your home or perhaps a special gift
then come on down to the sale on Friday April 28 /
Saturday April 29. You are bound to find something
and your dollars will help us continue to care for
others within our fellowship in so many ways.

Completed shawls can be brought to any church
service and placed on the alter rail to be blessed.
Shawls are then stored and used whenever there is
a need.

We are invited as Sunday School Celebrates

Let’s join together to help the homeless!

March 26, 2017 at Memorial Hall
9:45 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
Homemade items for sale by the Sunday school to support
Mother Teresa Haven! Way cool!
Each grade will have a table of homemade
items to sell including:
scarves,
homemade soap,
pottery,
art,
and beaded necklaces.
Get your face painted too!

Don’t miss out on
the Silent Auction
for a beautiful
hand made
crocheted blanket
for Mission
Sunday

Amanda’s Update on Life
Hello everyone!
It’s time for an update again! Let me tell you what my life is looking like these days. Teaching 7th Grade
Honors English has been fantastic this year. I’ve been rewarded abundantly for my efforts. God is so good!
I coach several Academic Teams after school, and I also teach a Creative Writing class once a week, so I’m
busy but loving it. I'm also running a Bible study on Monday nights through a program called The Landing, a
place for teens who are struggling with anxiety, depression, addictions, and life issues.
I’ve been going through ATS, Antioch Training School, my church’s intensive training
program that is focused on equipping us to live lives that are focused on Jesus and
His purposes on earth. It has been an intense season of growth for me. I’m reaching
out to people in my community more to share the gospel, and God is constantly
shaping me to be more like Him and trust Him more. I still feel like God is leading me
to go into long term missions in the next 2 years or so, so I’ll be starting Church
Planting School in the year of 2018-2019 in preparation. In the meantime, I’m being
really intentional about getting as ready as I can to go wherever He sends me.
ATS concludes with several different
mission trips. This year, I'll be going
with a team to Turkey. My team has 20
people heading to Turkey, including
several families with children. We get a
very unique opportunity to go love on
Turkish nationals in order to broadly
sow seeds of the gospel, drench the
city in prayer in anticipation of the
coming move of God, and serve the
local church. We also hope to work with some of the refugees who have fled their
countries in hope of finding peace. We have the peace they’re looking for in Jesus!
I’d like to invite you to pray for my team and the nation of Turkey as we prepare to go.
Some prayer points are included. If you are interested in being on our prayer team
and getting more specific prayer needs and updates, please let me know. You can
email me at miller.a.leigh@gmail.com.
If you are able to support me or my team financially, that would also help significantly. I have to raise $1900
by the end of April to cover the costs of travel and living arrangements during the trip, and I’m trusting that
God will provide.
If are able to give financially, please go to the church website at https://antioch.infellowship.com, create an
account, and select “Antioch Training School” and “STT: TK 2017.” Please let me know if you do that so I
can let the church office know whom you are supporting. Alternatively, you can send a check to Antioch
Community Church (1635 E Broadway St, Pearland, TX 77581). Please specify in the Memo: "ATS STT: TK
2017" and my name.
The trip will be from June 9th-17th. Please join me in praying for our team, and if you are able to give, any
amount is appreciated. Thank you for your support. Your prayers and gifts will be a huge blessing to me, my
team, and the people of Turkey whose lives Christ will touch.
Thank you for supporting me so much in all I do. I love and miss you all!
With Love,
Amanda Miller

Back Mountain Chamber Launches its 2017 Spring Food Drive
The Back Mountain Chamber, in conjunction with its members, local merchants, area schools, banks, and
more, will launch its 2017 Spring Food Drive next weekend which benefits the Back Mountain Food Pantry.
"The Back Mountain Chamber once again asks its members and the public to support our Spring Food
Drive. All food and monetary donations benefit the Back Mountain Food Pantry, and help it to further the
objective of neighbors helping neighbors. Please give generously at one of our drop off locations." said Tom
Mosca President of the Chamber.
The Chamber’s goal is to collect several tons of food for families in the Dallas and Lake Lehman School
Districts. All non-perishable items are being accepted. Monetary donations can be made out to the Back
Mountain Food Pantry and mailed directly to the Back Mountain Chamber at 1192 Twin Stacks Drive, Dallas,
PA 18612. All monetary donations will be delivered to the Food Pantry along with the food donations.
Bill & Sandy Race, Co-Chairs for the 2017 Spring Food Drive, will help to kick off the food drive at the Back
Mountain Food Panty. The youth from the Trucksville United Methodist Church were invited to hear an
explanation of the food drive and were asked to help spread the word. This year’s food drive will run March
18th – April 8th, 2017. Collection containers will be placed at the following locations, and the Committee
expects to add a few more locations:
1. Back Mountain Memorial Library
2. Bernie’s Pizza
3. Brand & Coslett Family Dentistry
4. Chris’s Auto Repair
5. Community Bank
6. Dallas School District Schools (4 schools)
7. Family Hearing Center
8. First Keystone Community Bank
9. FNCB
10. Frontier
11. G + Me Children’s Yoga & Boutique
12. Hilbert’s Equipment & Welding, Inc.
13. Hillside Farms Dairy Store
14. Ideaworks Marketing
15. Jack Williams Tire
Members of the BMC’s Spring Food
Drive Committee are Bill & Sandy
Race (co-chairs), Kristyn Ecenrode,
Doreen Johnson, Bill Leandri,
Donna Luksh, Atty. Thomas Mosca,
Cindy Post-Mitchell, Susan Slocum,
Cindy Thomas, Chelsey Tupper,
Alison Zurawski.
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Trucksville United Methodist Church
Junior and Senior High Sunday
School Classes.

16. Lake-Lehman School District Schools (4 schools)
17. Luzerne Bank
18. M&T Bank (Dallas & Shavertown)
19. Misericordia University
20. NBT Bank
21. Offset Paperback Manufacturers
22. Penn State Wilkes-Barre
23. Pulverman
24. Senator Lisa Baker’s Office
25. The Medicine Shoppe
26. Thomas’ Family Markets – Dallas
27. Thomas’ Family Markets – Shavertown
28. Tom Ochman Coins & Jewelry
29. Valentine’s Fine Jewelry
30. Wild Birds Unlimited

