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Confirmation classes will begin in early
January 2018. These classes are for
teens, grade 7 and up, who would like
to become more involved in the ongoing
ministry of Trucksville United Methodist
Church. The classes will be held in the
Educational Building beginning at noon
on Sundays. A light meal will be served
and the class will conclude by 1:30 pm
each week. The confirmation classes will
discuss basic faith questions, church
history, Bible study, and personal faith
sharing.
Students will choose a mentor, (an adult
whose faith walk inspires them).
Students are to ask this person if they
will join them in the confirmation
process. If you don’t know whom to
choose the pastors will help you in this
decision.
Some parents may ask what is the best
age to begin confirmation classes.
Because teens mature at different rates,
I suggest that you and your teen decide
if they are ready to make a membership
commitment.
If you would like to be a part of
confirmation class please let the church
office know by December 30th.

Inside this issue:
Youth Group
God Moments
Project DJ
Women’s Gathering
TECEC
Sunday School
Sunday School
Adult Sunday School
Memorials
Mission News
Mission News
Nurture & Care
The Choir Room
Upcoming Events

2
3
4
4
4
5
6
7
7
8
9
10
11
12

As the summer comes to an end, we look forward to a busy, fun-filled year within our Youth Group! As their leaders,
we already have a packed calendar of commitments! We look forward to working with the awesome youth members
of our congregation. We learn as much from them as they learn from us (and sometimes MORE!)

We will continue with our card ministry for our shutins. The youth really enjoyed sending cards to those
we don’t regularly see. We received great feedback
from this mission that we started last year. It’s nice for
the youth to see that they make a difference. We
accept donations of postage stamps to offset the cost
for this project. Thanks again to those who have
donated.

We will start things off with our annual bonfire at the
Hadsall’s pavilion on August 26th. Following the Saturday
evening church service, we will head over to the pavilion to
catch up on our summer activities, share in some games, a
meal, fellowship, discussing our upcoming activities, and of
course s’mores!!! We welcome any youth in the grades 7th
through 12th to join us.

At our September 17th meeting, we plan to work with our own prayer warrior, Madelyn Roote, to make prayer beads
for a Cancer Service she is planning. Our youth are always eager to help with service projects. They love to help others!
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you feel there is a need that we can fill.

October brings our annual Hike and meeting. In the past Mr.
Russ Banta has led our youth on a nice hike, while Mrs. Heather
Shaw added some spiritual reflection. We always have great
parents who help us on our adventures! Details are still
tentative, but it’s sure to be a GREAT adventure!!

We are tentatively scheduled to rake our assigned area beside
the church on November 5th. Many hands make light work! We
follow this job with a quick pizza lunch back at our Education
Building. We will also have our regular meeting on November
19th to discuss our many commitments during the holiday
season.

December brings a few opportunities for us to
recognize Christ in all His glory. We start off with our
annual Drop & Shop on December 2nd. Mark your
calendars and plan to drop your little ones off with
our Safe Sanctuary trained youth and parent
volunteers in the Educational Building so that you
can get some shopping done! Or, go out to dinner,
decorate for Christmas or TAKE A NAP!! It doesn’t
matter what you do with your time! Just know that
your children will be in good hands. We’ll feed them
lunch, enjoy some cookie decorating and craft
making, and keep them happy and content while
you are away.

We look forward to working with our youth. Their input has assured us that they enjoy the activities we supervise. Look
around at those young faces and know that they are Christ-filled and just waiting to reach out with His Love!
Blessings!
Crys Jennings & Staci Miller

Madelyn Roote said…

Mark Raineri said…

Pretty wrapped up waiting for my medical tests and test
results at Fox Chase recently I wanted to take total control; I
had a detailed plan outlined for our visit. Continuously I ask
Jesus to know and do His will and He didn’t let that attitude of
mine go on very long! Jim was reading the Times Leader
Newspaper and a woman seated in the waiting room with us
in the Imaging Department asked if we were from the Wilkes
Barre area. We responded yes and the next thing out of my
mouth was, “Are you familiar with our area?” You guessed it;
she said yes, they were from Swoyersville and the Back
Mountain attending Harvest Assembly Church. God just took
over as we shared our roots in the Back Mountain at TUMC
with them. Turns out they were at Fox Chase for the very first
time and we were able to show them around, get them to
their next appointment, and answer their questions about our
experience with cancer. We introduced them to the Chapel
and we prayed with them and met them for lunch later! So
much for my plan; our Good Lord always knows exactly what
we need exactly when we need it!

I had a passion in doing a particular job that I worked
in out-of-state but was unable to find such a position
here. I have a lot of experience but received many
rejections. In some cases, I had employers interested
but either the pay was too low, or there were no
benefits. As a result, I worked for years at jobs that I
did not like and even encountered some physical
challenges at the job that required medical care.
Several of us (including TUMC) had been praying that I
find a job in my area of passion, at a pay scale I
wanted, and benefits for myself and wife. This year, I
applied for such a job and was hired the same day. In
addition to the job responsibilities, pay, and benefits
that I enjoy, I also enjoy my boss, co-workers, and
work schedule. I am grateful for the answered
prayer.

Ellen Raineri said…
Years ago, I was working full time in a job that expressed my passion, though the
culture was quite challenging. Then, I left to pursue an entrepreneurial initiative.
Eventually, I missed working in my area of passion, so I applied for such jobs. I
received numerous rejections over the years. Accordingly, I was working several
part-time jobs in my area of passion that did not have benefits. I have received
numerous prayers from individuals and TUMC. As a result, four employers who
were local and out-of-the-area scheduled phone interviews with me and wanted
follow-up face-to-face interviews. I accepted a position at the local company and
start it this month. In addition to being able to work in a field I enjoy, I was
pleasantly surprised by the compensation, benefits, paid time off, leadership, and
culture. I am appreciative of the power of prayer.

Send us your
“God Moments”
for our next edition
of the Beacon and
we will share your
answered prayers
with our church
family!

Recently a group of our members made a field trip to Lancaster County to
purchase fabric.
DJ will have a booth at the Arts at Hayfield Summer Festival on Sunday,
August 27. The next show will be the Luzerne Festival in
September. There are a few more shows on our schedule for the fall.
Our hand-quilting group is busy every Tuesday. We continue to receive
quilt tops to be hand-quilted. Since we were able to sell two large-size
quilts at the Kutztown Folk Festival in July, we have a plan to make some
large quilts for next year's Festival as part of our fundraising endeavors.
September is our anniversary month here at TUMC and we will celebrate
this with a lunch meeting.
Our school is busy getting ready for the beginning of the new school year!
Our teachers are coming back and are hard at work preparing their rooms
and lessons for the children to enjoy and learn. Our families and their
children will be coming in for orientations the last week of August. School
opens on Wednesday. September 6, 2017 this year and we are looking
forward to a wonderful 2017-2018 school year.

Women's B&B

We are happy to have Jen Rinehimer returning to teach the Kindergarten
Extension program in Science and Math to the children that come to us
from Dallas School District. Caity Banks and Tracy Pisano will also be
joining our staff as Teachers Aides in our three year old classes. We are
excited to have them share their knowledge, kindness and talents with
the children.

(Bibles & Breakfast)
September 16th
7:45 am
In the Education Building

We are so thankful to Jensen Meade, Maddy Kaufer and Jacy Muldoon for
all of their hard work painting the train! Their creativity shines through
and we know the children will just love and enjoy the beautiful train.
Thank you for sharing your artist talents with the school!

Please RSVP to
writepam71@gmail.com
by September 13th

Please remember that the school will once again be selling Mums from
Rave's Nursery. Order
forms are available in the
school’s office and at the
Sanctuary. They are
always absolutely
beautiful with a wide
range of colors available.
Deadline is September 7,
2017 with delivery
on Saturday, September,
23, 2017 from
9:00 -11:30 a.m.
Brenda Strutko
TECEC Director

Carol Lee, Head Floater at TECEC, is
collecting pastel crocheted blankets, size
36 x 31, for stillborn babies at Lehigh
Valley Hospital. If you would like to make
one, bring it to church with you!

Sunday School Update!
Mark your Calendars for Sunday, September 10, 2017 to
kick off TUMC Sunday School 2017/2018!
First, we want to thank everyone who offered to help in
Sunday School for the 2017-2018 school year. Together
we will strive to bring our youth closer to God and to know
His grace, mercy and love.
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Our first meeting of the season had a small
attendance but was extremely productive.
If you would like your SS material and have not
received it you can pick it up in the Educational
Center in the Church Office.
If you would like any assistance with bulletin boards fell free to let Bryn and I know, we can help you any
Sunday.
On September 10, 2017 we will have registration at the door and then lessons in the classroom.
The last day of Sunday school is May 20 2018. Sunday school will be running the 11am service that day,
more information to come.
On December 2, 2017, instead of a pageant, we will be having a Family Fun Night. We are planning a
skit, “But what there is myrrh??”… More information coming
There will be a mission Sunday after the Christmas holidays in the classrooms, more information coming.
Additional change we have very few K students we will be giving those children a chance to be in Pre-K /
K or K/1/2

We have decided to go back to every grade having one assignment so to speak, see below for your grade.
Nursery / Pre K
Kindergarten
1st grade
2nd grade
3rd grade
4th grade
5th grade
6th grade
7th grade
8th - 12th grades

Golden Rule
John 3:16
Lord’s Prayer
10 Commandments
Books of the bible old testament
Books of the bible new testament
23rd Psalm
Beatitudes
Apostles Creed
Bible studies of the teacher’s choice

NEW TEACHER ASSIGNMENTS
If you see anyone we have left out please let us know!
Superintendents: Bryn Kaufer (jbkaufer@epix.net ) and
Michelle Meade (mmjmeade961@comcast.net )
Hall Monitor/SS Assistant: Staci Miller (leftlane@ptd.net )
“She is really the superintendent she just won’t admit it
Smile“
**Teachers who are alternating weeks MUST coordinate
their schedules with each other. This is especially
important for spouses who are teaching in different
grades and want to teach the same weeks. Please don’t
delay in setting up this schedule.
*If you know you are going to be absent, please let Bryn or Michelle know as soon as possible so that we
may secure a substitute. If you are able to secure a substitute on your own, GREAT! Just let us know who it
will be. Keep in mind that all teachers & substitutes MUST have their clearances. If you can provide a lesson
plan to your substitute for the week you will be absent, it will be greatly appreciated.
*Teachers, it is highly recommended to exchange phone numbers and other contact information with those
whom you are alternating.
Nursery:
Teachers Janet Kozokas alternating with Tammy Taylor, and the Aide Kim Mikielski
Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten:
Mary Lynch, assistant and Melissa Spaciano teacher alternating weeks with John & Larissa Franchella
teacher and assistant.
Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grades:
Dr. & Kim Broskoske alternating with Deb Jury & Stephanie Kachinko
3rd & 4th Grades:
Debbie Shilanski, We still need an assistant, we currently plan on pulling from the reception where parents
mingle alternating with Kristyn Ecenrode, assistant, Emily Wolfe assistant
5th & 6th Grades:
John Kozokas john alternating with Lou Spaciano)and Shane Ecenrode
7th thru 12th Grade
John Kuiken (jonathan.kuiken@gmail.com)

Substitutes:
Janette Smith
Jennifer Rinehimer

Kim Reinert
Chris Zaboski

Paul Reinert
Lindsey Johnston

Thank you again for everything. If you want to share any ideas/suggestions/concerns throughout the year,
please don’t hesitate to do so. Please continue praying that we succeed in spreading His word to our terrific
youth at TUMC!!!
Thank you so much from Stacy, Bryn and Michelle

Memorial Gifts
In Memory of Lorraine Jolley
Rosemarie & Thomas Kravits
Marie Orlando-Wills

Adult Sunday School also begins on September. 10, 2017 and
meets at 9:45 a.m. at our Educational Facility
This Year’s Theme: Our view of God's character. Right or wrong,
we all have beliefs and opinions. We’ll seek the truth about the
Almighty. Our study will be guided by Scripture and a new book
on this subject, "The Lies We Believe About God”, by Paul Young.
Study books are available at $15.00, but please don't let that be
a stumbling block. Just Come! Join our spirited fellowship!
"The most important thing that determines the value, meaning,
love and joy of our lives is our view of God." On the other hand,
"to the degree that we do not know the truth, we are vulnerable
to ignorance and deception." And by ignorance, the Enemy uses
deception against true relationship with the Lover of our souls.
Our Class Goal is always to draw ever nearer to God by knowing
His Word. William Penn once wrote "by the copy, he will know
the Original"

Book Study beginning late September!
Small Group Forming
Join us at the Mattson home for
five Book Discussion sessions!
Discussions will center on five parts of a book entitled “Half
Truths (God helps those who help themselves and other things
the bible doesn’t say)”
by Adam Hamilton.
We will further explore Christianity, clarify our beliefs, our under
-standing, and enjoy fellowship. Interested?
Please see Rob Mattson!

In Memory of Gerald “Gerry” Fritzges
Louise Hazeltine
Donald Lloyd
An unnamed donor
In Memory of Jack Evans
and All Service Men & Women
Clarence & Morag Michael

Gifts & Honorariums
In Honor of the Homeless of Mother Teresa Haven
T. Bryant & Nancy Messick
In Honor of Heidi & Barry Wagner
Matthew Kruger
(Heidi & Barry designated this gift to VBS.)
Employer/Employee Giving Program Contributions
Mark Rossick
Abigail Call

The mission committee has been busy. Thanks to
you, our wonderful, sharing, giving and caring
congregation, we have supported many missions.
For instance, on a bi-monthly basis, we feed
numerous needy (and hungry) people at the
Keystone Rescue Mission. Not only are they fed
physically, but also spiritually. Anyone who has had
the privilege of serving there will attest to the fact
that we get blessed just as much, if not more, than
those we serve. If you ever have a chance to go
serve there, please do. You will not regret it or ever
forget it. Thank you so much for your donations of
your time, money and food items. A big thank you
to Martha Baird who heads up the cooking of the
meals and organizing the items needed to prepare
them. Our committee donated $500.00 towards
this mission to offset any additional costs for items
not donated.

A few members of our committee also provide
lunches on Saturdays in Wilkes-Barre, through One
Square Meal. Besides food, toiletries, gloves and
socks have been provided. This ministry is always
accepting hotel size toiletry items along with socks
and gloves. The mission committee donated
$300.00 to that mission to defer the cost of the
meals and the other provided items. Our committee has also provided and served lunch to the
confirmands and to our clients of Haven

Our "Ugly Quilts" Ministry provides sleep sacks for those in need.
Each quilt roll contains a kit of health and grooming supplies,
along with caps and socks. Donations of gently used light weight
blankets and mattress pads are accepted to line the quilts. The
kits are distributed at the Keystone Rescue Mission, the One
Square Meal Project, or to anyone in need. Please call the church
office to request quilt for someone in need. Volunteers are also
needed to help assemble the quilts. The group meets each
Thursday morning from 10 - 12. Contact Martha Jones at 570696-2803 with any questions.

Wait there’s more! The flea market proceeds all went to either
an in-house or outward mission. The proceeds of the big hall,
which the mission committee heads up, will go to UMCOR and
The Shoemaker Hub. Proceeds from other rooms and the café
benefitted missions such as St. Stephen’s Soup Kitchen, Camp
Scholarships, Nurture and Care Committee, Sunday School and
Keystone Rescue Mission.

Through our monthly missions, you have supported St. Joseph’s, TECEC, McGlynn’s Learning Center, and Habitat for
Humanity, No More Malaria, Kairos, The Salvation Army and GYTTE. September’s mission will be for the College Boxes
we send to our college students. In October, we will support The Red Bird Missions then widows and single moms will
be our focus in November (more information to follow.) As always, December’s monthly mission is the Back Mountain
Foodbank, which includes purchasing P.J.’s for the children of the families that use that service. Thank you!

Also, don’t forget our ongoing Donation Tubs at our
Educational Facility.
Ruth’s Place: Toiletries for the women and children.
Take any clothing for Ruth’s Place directly to Volunteers
of America (VOA) at 400 S. Main, Wilkes-Barre, PA. Call
VOA at 570-829-5100 to schedule home pick up for
larger items. The women of Ruth’s Place receive a VOA
voucher to shop for whatever they need free.
Mother Teresa Haven clients appreciate men’s clean,
gently used and new shirts, jeans, sweats, socks, gloves,
and toiletries.
Of course, we are constantly collecting food items for
the Back Mountain Food Pantry year round as that need
continues to grow.
The Shoemaker Hub accepts clean, loose, comfortable
sweat pants for women who have gone through a
traumatic event and need clothes to wear home from
the hospital. They also accept household items to help
those women get back on their feet. The Hub also
collects items for health kits and emergency relief
buckets. They always say they accept any useful
donation; if they cannot use it, they will get it to
someone or someplace that can. Smaller items are
accepted in Tubs. For all other donations please contact
the Shoemaker Hub directly:
571 8th Street, Wyoming, Pennsylvania 18644
Hours of Operation:
Tuesdays 10:00-12:00
Thursdays 6:00-8:00
Other times by appointment
HUB Coordinators:
Kristi Lyons (kristiship@hotmail.com or 570-262-0382)
Sally Kennard (570-333-4218)

If anyone ever has an idea for a monthly mission or any
type of mission project, don’t hesitate to share that with us.
We would love to hear from you. Fresh inspirations are
always welcomed. We would also love to have you on the
committee (we only meet about four times a year), if you
would like. Either way, you can contact Lois Gross at 570417-7455 or loisrdh@epix.net.

Through prayer, our church decided to purchase the new
church property. Through much hard work and time from
our trustees, the house was made beautiful. Again through
much prayer of what to do with the house, God led a family
to us in need of a home. We provided that home to them.
God was working far beyond what we could see. What an
awesome God he is. They are paying rent yet we still feel
this is yet another mission of our church. As a welcome gift,
our mission committee gave this family a $100.00
Wegman’s gift card along with a basket of paper products.
Being a part of this church is such a blessing. We thank each
and every one of you for being the hands and feet of Jesus.
As one of our Haven clients asked, “Why do you do this?”
we responded, “Because this is what Jesus would do.” Let
us be in continued prayer for guidance on how we can
continue to follow Jesus and His teachings and therefore
bring glory to God, our father in heaven, by using the gifts
he has blessed us with. May God bless each and every one
of you and your loved ones.
In Jesus,
The Mission Committee

Care Team Focus – College Boxes
As Fall approaches and our college kids return to school we once again turn our thoughts to sending them a ‘care
package’. Essentially a shoe box packed with small school supplies, snacks and sweet treats and a letter of
encouragement as they start the year…whether their first year or last, whether close to home or far away …just to let
them know they are not forgotten or alone, and we are thinking of them.
This year we are especially grateful to the Mission Team members who have designated September to support this
ministry. This means you have several ways to contribute if you wish:
Give financially throughout the month of September through your mission envelope and the ‘change’ offering on the
last weekend (September 23 / 24).
Purchase items for the boxes (see suggestions below) …now is a great time with lots of school sales going on. Items
can be left in the marked tub in the sanctuary or at the office.
Come and help pack the boxes on Thursday October 5, 6:30 – 8:00 in Rooms 5/6
IMPORTANT: If there is a college kid in your household please let us know! Even if your child (children) were on the list
last year please contact the office again to make sure we have the current address (kids have a way of changing
dorms / apts. each year!) We don’t want to miss anyone, so please send your updates by September 30th to
office@trucksvilleumc.com or 570-696-3897.

ITEM SUGGESTIONS:
We are planning on 25-30 boxes again.
The primary box will be a good-sized shoe box BUT we will be enclosing a small 3-4 inch square box for each student to
share with a friend. This means we will need 50-60 of smaller items.
We are grateful for any contributions… whether you buy 50 pens or just a mini stapler or two.
This year we will also be able to shop to fill the ‘holes’ so if you prefer you can just give through the mission offerings
and volunteers from the care team will be happy to shop for you!
The mission money will also be used to cover the postage…usually well over $200
Mechanical Pencils
Pens
Highlighters
Paper Clips
Post IT Notes
Mini Staplers
Thumbtacks
Sharpies
Index Cards
Small puzzle books
Spiritual novelties: Bookmarks, Devotional booklets
Healthy Snacks, Sweet Treats, Candy
Please prayerfully consider making a difference in the life of one of
our college students. You never know where this small gesture may
lead, whose heart you will touch……where the Lord will lead them.

The Choir Room
Dr. Steve
Trusting Jesus at His Word
Throughout our lives we are continuously presented with opportunities to test and build our trust in God. Trust is the
cornerstone of any relationship, and it builds over time. Our trust in Him starts with little things and ultimately builds to
us trusting Him with our very soul.
Trust is very important to Jesus. God promised a child to Abraham and Sarah when Abraham was 75 years old, and
then made them wait about 25 years before fulfilling His promise. Jesus at first seemed to refuse a Canaanite woman’s
request to heal her daughter (to test her faith), but granted her request as she was persistent and trusted that He
could and would perform the healing. Jesus was peacefully sleeping as a major storm tossed the disciples’ boat until
they feared possible sinking. When the disciples woke Him because they were afraid, He asked them why they had no
faith.
Last summer I was diagnosed with a detached retina that necessitated surgery, without which I could lose my vision.
The surgery was scheduled to take place in two days. Those two days helped me test and build my trust in Jesus. This
summer Kim and I had to wait almost two months for her to undergo a surgery that presented many unknowns. We
trusted the Great Physician of our bodies and souls, and now she is recuperating and feeling the healing in her body.
Are you trusting Jesus in your life’s challenges? After friends cut a hole in the roof and lowered down a man who could
not walk, Jesus forgave his sins, and then healed him to show he had the power to forgive sins. If we trust Him to calm
our storms and heal our afflictions, then we can build our trust that He died to forgive our sins, and that He will see us
safely through to eternal life.
“’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus’ is a hymn that is both a prayer to trust Him more, and a reflection on how we learn to
trust Him throughout our lives. After time, our lives become a testimony to the faithfulness of our God, who is worthy
of all our trust.

‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to take Him at His Word;
Just to rest upon His promise,
And to know, “Thus saith the Lord!”
Refrain:
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!
How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er;
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!
Oh, for grace to trust Him more!

Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just from sin and self to cease;
Just from Jesus simply taking
Life and rest, and joy and peace.

Oh, how sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to trust His cleansing blood;
And in simple faith to plunge me
’Neath the healing, cleansing flood!

I’m so glad I learned to trust Thee,
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend;
And I know that Thou art with me,
Wilt be with me to the end

Beginning September 10

First Trustee Breakfast
Memorial Hall
Sunday, 9/17/17
9:00 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Our Good Will Offering helps pay our heating bill!

Mark your calendars for
the Trustee Breakfast
through Fall and the start
of Winter!
Sundays:
10/15, 11/19, 12/17

Annual Fall BBQ!
Misericordia Church/Parish Fair,
Wednesday, September 27, 2017, 4-6 p.m.

Banks Student Life Center on Campus right up
the road in Dallas, PA!
Join us as and other Back Mountain churches as we
meet and greet students on their way to and from
dinner!
So many Misery students call TUMC their “home away
from home”; let’s welcome some more students this
year! Please contact the Office if you can help at the
event!

Friday, October 6th & Saturday the 7th!
4:30 to 7:00 p.m. /Eat In or Take Out
Tickets are on Sale now, $9.00!
With two evenings we needs lots of help!
Dining Room Staff Needed
We need 6 Volunteers for each night!
Please call Joyce Pace at 570 675-2678 or
Deb Jury at 570 333-5928 if you can help!
And if you can you bake a cake?
Awesome; any flavor, shape and size is
welcome!
Saturday, October 14, 2017
Dymond’s Farm
3:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m.
$7.00 Each
Email or Call the Office to
reserve your spot!
office@trucksvilleumc.com
570 696-3897
Enjoy a hayride and pick a pumpkin! Roast hot dogs and
marshmallows over an open flame and enjoy some other
snacks too!

