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TRUCKSVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

“ M aking Disciples and Making a Difference”  

Our Autumn Hayride is back for our 21st year on Saturday, October 10, 
2015, 3:30 to 5 p.m., at Dymond’s Farm, Brace Road in Orange. 

  

 Enjoy a hayride to the pumpkin patch including hot dogs, snacks and 

drinks for only $7.00 per person.  (Scholarships Available) 

 Pick out your very own pumpkin! 

 Get back on time for Worship at 5:30!   

 Please make your reservations with Karen Williams or the Church Office 

by Friday, October 2, 2015! 

Ruth's Place 

"Walk for Hope 2015"  
 2 Mile Walk, Sunday, Oct. 4, 2015 

1:00 - 3:00 pm 
Public Square, Wilkes-Barre  

Come Rain or Shine! 
Music, Food, and Fun for All! 

  
Contact Jim Barto if you are interested at  

james.barto@frontier.com 
Pledge Sheets and Waivers are available at www.ruthsplace.com/2015-walk-

for-hope 
  

Let’s get a team together and show our love as we walk for the homeless at 
Ruth’s Place! 



The Choir Room 
Dr. Steve 

 
It was a hot summer day, and Moses was tending the sheep of his father-in-
law, Jethro. Little did Moses know that God was calling to him and that on this 
seemingly ordinary day he would walk onto holy ground and encounter the 
living God. 
 
As he approached what was known as the mountain of God, Moses saw 
something that intrigued him – a bush that was on fire that would not burn up. 
He had to see more. As Moses approached, God called his name several 
times. Moses. Moses. “Do not come any closer,” the Lord warned. “Take off 
your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground” (Exodus 3:5). 
 
When we invite someone to attend church, or a Bible study, or a church 
event, or just talk with someone in our workplace about Jesus, we are inviting 
them to enter holy ground where they can encounter the living God. Like 
Moses, we might be the instrument God uses to introduce people whom He is 
calling and inviting into relationship with Him. Like Moses seeing the burning 
bush, they may see something in church that intrigues them, and they may 
hear Jesus calling their name. Maybe a hymn or piece of music will touch 
them. May hearing the Word, or the message, or one of the prayers or praises 
will resonate with them. Maybe seeing how the Christians act, or interact, or 
react might interest them. Maybe on this holy ground they will hear the call of 
Jesus. 
 
As we begin another season, may we remember that everywhere we go is 
holy ground, because Jesus died to allow us direct access to the Father. 
Remember that Jesus said, “For wherever two or three gather in my name, 
there am I with them” (Matthew 18:20). May the words of this beautiful Bill 
Gaither hymn remind us of His presence. 
 
Verse 1  
When I walk through the doors I sensed His presence  
And I knew this was a place where love abounds  
For this is a temple the God we love abides here  
Oh we are standing in His presence on holy ground  
 
(Chorus)  
We are standing on holy ground  
For I know that there are angels all around  
Let us praise Jesus now  
For we are standing in His presence on holy ground  
 
Verse 2  
In His presence I know there is joy beyond all 
measure  
And at His feet sweet peace of mind can still be 
found  
For when we have a need He is still the answer  
Reach out and claim it for we are standing on holy 
ground  

A Note of 
Thanks! 

 
Dear Church Members, 

 
On behalf of the Back 

Mountain Food Pantry I 
would like to thank 

Trucksville UM Church for 
your continued support 

during the summer months 
when our donations are low.  

It is our goal to give our 
clients wholesome food 

throughout the year and your 
support in the summer is 

greatly appreciated. 
 

We are able to continue to 
help families in the Dallas 
and Lake Lehman School 

Districts because of 
churches like yours. 

 
Once again thank you! 

 
Sincerely, 

Carol A. Eyet, Manager 
Back Mountain Food Pantry 



 
 

 
We are all set to start another year of “Just Us 
Girls” (JUG’s) on Tuesday, October 20, 2015 from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m. in our Educational Facility! 
 
This year we will be are focusing on decisions making - 
good choices, bad choices and the consequences of 
each. 
 
We are trying to secure a D.A.R.E. policeman to visit 
and talk with our participants in age appropriate groups.  
One Officer is in training at this time as the other 
representative retired.  If we can’t secure a speaker we 
will use printed brochures and pamphlets to bring these 
key points home to all who attend: 
 
How our decisions can get us into trouble. How 
sometimes just being in the wrong place at the wrong 
time and hanging out with the wrong crowd sets us down 
a dangerous path. 
 
We also hope to touch on using the internet and texting 
to bully others.  Unfortunately this is still a big problem in 
our world and it can’t hurt to reinforce the results of 
these types of behaviors as often as we can. 
 
Our plan for crafts is painting on pre-painted jars with 
green, orange, or purple translucent paint and a 
Halloween candle, candy, or a pencil holder. 
A special guest, a good friend of mine, will teach icing 
cakes with older girls and cupcakes for younger ones. 
Her plan is to demonstrate how to make a mummy face 
using stripes of icing.  
 
We hope to see everyone back from last year and ask 
everyone to bring a friend! 
 

Thank you, thank you!  
Carol Hadsall 

Woman and Friends of TUMC 
 

ould you like to meet once a month (or more) 

for Book Study, Women of the Bible, etc.…? 

r would you like to have speakers re: 

retirement, safety, etc.…? 

aybe doing service projects? 

very other option a possibility! 

othing jumps out at you?  Call Isabel Kreidler  

at 570-901-1057 or email me at 
ikreidler@bellsouth.net or contact the Church 

Office with your idea! 

 
All Mission Donations and our Loose Change 
Offering on Sunday, 9/27/15, benefit GYTTE, a 
Methodist Church of Mexico social outreach 
project, founded to share Jesus while working to 
combat hunger & poverty in the rural areas! 
  
Rev. Marian Hartman (Rev) and a mission team 
head to Mexico in November and we are 
collecting medical supplies for them. Boxes will be 
in our Educational Facility & our Sanctuary: 
 

 Q-Tips & Cotton Balls 

 Tooth Brushes & Tooth Paste 

 Ace Bandages, Gauze pads, Non-stick 

Dressings & Sterile Pads 

 Latex and Non-Latex Gloves (size medium) 

 Self-adhering elastic bandages  

 Neosporin triple antibiotic ointment    

 Microspore and Transpore tape 



Project DJ 
 
Our fall season of fundraising has begun.  
This fall the craft shows we will be 
attending include the Luzerne Fall Festival, 
Luzerne County Community College 
Show, and the show at Penn State, 
Lehman.  Children's quilts, doll clothes, 
table runners and placemats, crocheted 
and knitted items, and centerpieces are 
among the craft items we have prepared 
for these shows.  There are a few hand 
quilting projects coming up, another source 
of income for our group. 
 
A picnic was held in September to 
commemorate our twelfth year at TUMC.  
Over 800 children's quilts were made and 
distributed to various institutions and 
individuals over the past year.  Sometime 
during the next year we will reach the 
10,000 mark in quilt production. 
 
A field trip to the Oaks Quilt Show, at 
Oaks, Pennsylvania, was held recently 
with several members attending.  Other 
trips will be planned in the near future. 
 
Thank you for all the donations of fabric we 
have received.  We could not do what we 
do without them. 
 
We need volunteers to help us make 
quilts.  Come join us. 

Back Mountain Food Pantry  
 

Greetings from the Back Mountain Food Pantry-we have 
survived the summer. 
 
This summer was probably the worst that I can remember for 
food donations.  We had to rely on CEO and our purchasing of 
food items to fulfill the needs of our clients. Fortunately we had 
the funds to be able to do this because of the generosity of 
monies donated by the community.  We are looking forward to 
the fall when our food drives start and we can replenish our 
food supply. 
 
The "Empty Bowls" project which Skip Sensbach (a local 
potter) has done for the food pantry for many years was moved 
to Arts at Hayfield instead of the Luzerne County Fair. Skip 
makes 100 bowls that he donates and the total profit is given to 
the food pantry.  We were able to sell 94 bowls in six hours; in 
the past at the fair it took five days.  We are grateful to Skip for 
his work on this project. 
 
The food pantry has welcomed several new volunteers and has 
lost a few of our regulars.  The volunteers are hardworking and 
very dedicated to the workings of the food pantry.  The food 
pantry could not survive without them. 
 
Our "No Hungry Tummies" program was held from June to 
September.  We provided extra food for children who would 
normally receive meals at school.  Joe Hardisky is the person 
responsible for keeping this project going. Approximately 100 
children were served. 
 
In May the Board held an election of new officers; Bob McGuire 
was elected president, he replaced Rev. Roger Griffith. Bob is 
also the person who started our food pantry garden and is 
responsible for our new space in Lehman Twp. He and Mandy 
Newman continue to supervise the planting, weeding and 
harvesting at the garden. The fresh vegetables are greatly 
appreciated by our clients.  Anybody who likes gardening and 
would like to help at the garden would be more than welcome. 
This year the Luzerne County Fair Committee reduced the 
price on a ticket if you brought a nonperishable food item to the 

fair on Wednesday night.  They 
collected 377 pounds of food; 
they felt with more publicity and 
better weather it would have 
been a better collection. 
I would like to thank everyone 
who supports the food pantry, 
without you we would not exist.  
 
 
THANK YOU! 
Carol A. Eyet, Manager 
  



Our Care Team is organizing  

“We Care Packages”  
for our college students now during the Fall 

Semester! 
 
Care Boxes include snacks, some silly stuff, pens/
pencils, pads, highlighters, index cards, etc., and a 
letter from our Pastors.  
 
Special Note:   If your student has a special diet /
eating restrictions please make sure you let us 
know! 
  
Postage to deliver out of town boxes generally costs 
around $200.00!  Local student boxes will be 
personally delivered by a friend.  
  
If you would like to help with contributions and / 
or postage please bring items to the office or to a 
church service through Sunday, October 2nd.  Look 
for the Care Team’s yellow Collection Box for 
donations and the big black tub at the rear of the 
sanctuary for care package items. 
 
If you have a student in college, whether they live 
out-of-town or at home, please let us know as 
quickly as possible.   Call or email the Office to 
confirm your student’s status and provide their 
address as soon as possible, but no later 
than October 2, 2015 please!   
 
If you would like to join the Care Team with 
assembling these boxes, please join us 
on Thursday, 10/08/15, at 6:30 PM in Room 4/5 in 
our Educational Facility. 
 
Boxes will be mailed or delivered in early October; 
don’t let your college student miss out! 

Crossing Guard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know on average 40+ people join us for 
worship on Saturday afternoons? 
 
Much has been completed to ensure everyone 
crossing the street before and after worship is safe: 
 
* A new street light  
* Updated pedestrian crossing signs 
* Free standing blinking lights 
* Volunteer crossing guards 
* Sunset  is earlier beginning Saturday, 10/3 through 

the end of March 2016! 
* We need volunteers to serve as crossing guards for 

34 weeks  including  our Christmas Pageant, 
Christmas Eve, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday & 
Easter! 

* We provide everything you need! 
 

Please contact Jim Barto if you can help:   
570-696-4983 or james.barto@frontier.com.  



Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center 
 
Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center 

 

School is open and we are having a blast!  It is wonderful to hear the sound of children’s voices and laughter 

again in the school.  Our staff is preparing engaging and hands on activities through which they will teach the 

concepts and skills they would like the children to learn.   

 

We look forward to our annual visit by the Trucksville Fire Department to reinforce the Fire Safety curriculum 

our staff is teaching.  We are so fortunate to have community helpers who are so generous with their time. 

 

In the month of October, our 4/5 year old’s will travel by bus to Brace’s Orchard to pick apples and learn how 

cider is made.  Our 3’s and Young 4’s will be going to Dymond’s Farm for a hay ride to the pumpkin patch to 

pick pumpkins.  Our Kindergarten class will visit Whistle Pig Farm for a hayride and to participate in many fall 

activities.  Fall is a wonderful season to enjoy the beauty of NEPA with our children! 

 

We have a few openings available in our programs, so if you or anyone you know is interested give us a call 

and we’ll see if we can help.  Remember, church members receive a 10% discount on tuition. 

 

Thank you to those who purchased Mums from us.  If you didn’t, keep us in mind for next year.  They are 

supplied by Raves and I honestly have not seen any more full and beautiful mums!  We have many repeat 

customers.  

 

I would also like to thank all who have supported us in preparing the Education Center to look beautiful for the 

opening of school.  This year we will be adding FingerSafe Door Protectors to our Education Center doors to 

keep our little ones fingers safe from these heavy doors.  Also, we will be placing 2 benches on the 

playground; one will be dedicated by our Parent 

Enrichment Group to the memory of Sharon 

Cosgrove, our former Director who passed away 

earlier in the summer.  

 

Our Board of Directors is very active and provided 

a wonderful Staff Appreciation Luncheon at our 

staff orientation.  Our Staff at TECEC are a very 

dedicated group committed to the children and 

families to provide the very best early childhood 

education possible. Thank you one and all!  Have a 

great Fall! 

 

   

Marjorie Adams, Director   



Cedar Crest Cemetery Association  
 
Have you been thinking “I must walk”!  We have just the place for you to go!  You are invited to “Hike” through 
the eight acres of burial grounds surrounding the church. 
 
For those familiar with the cemetery you will see a great deal of improvement.  Trees and bushes have been 
trimmed and cut. Work has been done on the drives and there has been a much overdue “clean up” of all the 
grounds.  This work has been supervised by Richard (Dick) Harrison. He has been assisted by people who 
gave much time and effort to the project this summer.  We can never thank Dick enough for all he has done. 
 
The project has been costly.  Fortunately the financial strength of the Cemetery Association has improved the 
past six years.  The Trustees of the church have given generous financial assistance each year.  The Annual 
Giving Program started in 2010 has increased each year with help from both local and out of state plot 
owners as well as friends.  We have one donor who has given major support.  Interest from the Trust Fund 
has been more stable.  We must pledge to maintain this effort to continue to stabilize our finances. 
 
The storage shed located at the back of the Cedar Crest section of the burial grounds was built in the 1920’s.  
The project to “rehabilitate” the shed will be undertaken this fall.  The work will be supervised by Ray Metzgar.  
We have identified the items which are to be stored in the shed by both the Trustees and the Association.   
 
Our main concern is the need for volunteers for the spring and fall clean up.  We have support staff but we 
are in urgent need of persons to serve on the Board. 
 
Thank you everyone who has provided financial support, volunteered services, and served on the Boards. 
 
We must remember the condition of the burial grounds surrounding the church reflects on how the 
congregation is keeping its’ back yard. 
 
Notice of Annual Meeting: 
 
November 7, 2015, 10:30 a.m. - Noon 
Conference Room, Educational Facility 
 
Everyone Is WELCOME. 

Sunday School Ministry 
 

Calling all Sunday School students, young and old! 
 

Our 2015-2016 Sunday School year has officially begun with a 
VERY successful opening day.  We have classes for everyone from 

nursery children to our most mature adults.  All are welcome.  Please 
join us on our journey to explore and strengthen our faith in God 
every Sunday from 9:45am – 10:45am in our Education Building.  

We look forward to a wonderful year together. 
See you on Sunday! 



Recent Donations and Gifts 
Given to the Glory of God and 

the Trucksville United 
Methodist Church in Memory 
and in Honor of Loved Ones: 

 
In Memory of Helen Long 
Louise Hazeltine 
 
In Loving Memory of Dorothy Peirce 
Louise Hazeltine 
 
In Loving Memory of Travis Kendall 
Dallas High School Girls Soccer 
 
In Loving Memory of Allan Nichols 
Melba Dickson 
Louise Hazeltine 
The Family of Allan Nichols 
 
In Loving Memory of Derrick Fox  
Dr. John Rhoads 
 
In Loving Memory of Shirley Ayers 
Melba Dickson 
Morag & Clarence Michael 
 
Estate Gift 
Beverly P. Berger gave an estate gift 
to TUMC on behalf of her Mother, 
Helen Long.  It was Mrs. Long’s 
expressed wish to make a donation to 
the church of which she was a 
member for over 60 years. 
 
Gift 
Connie & Roger Orlandini  

 

 
From the United Methodist Children’s 

Home in Mechanicsburg… 
“Thanks so much for your generous gift in 
support of the courageous kids we serve!” 

 

Wyoming Valley 
Habitat for Humanity 

said,  
“The mission of Habitat 
continues with your kind 

support.” 

From International 
Child Care…  

“Your help makes a 
difference in Haiti as 

programs and services 
continue to expand 

within our transitional 
facilities, outpatient and 
mobile clinics, as well as 

our plans for the new 
Grace Children’s 

Hospital.” 

 
Four Corners Native American Ministry 

said, “Thank you, your gift of $250.00 
from your Annual Flea Market helps us 

fulfill our vison for this ministry.” 

 
 

From UMCOR …  
“One hundred percent of your gift through 

“The Advance”, the designated giving 
channel of the United Methodist Church, 
will go directly to the people who need it 

most.  Thank you for giving so 
generously.” 

 
Stop Hunger Now, a 
hands on Mission 

Project we took on at 
TUMC with our 

Confirmation Class 
said, 

“You play a crucial role 
in our ability to distribute 

food and other life-
changing aid to people 
around the world who 
suffer from hunger.” 

From Appalachia 
Service Project (ASP) 

after receiving our 
donation: 

“Everyday miracles are 
taking place in the 

mountains of 
Appalachia.  And I don’t 
want you to forget that 

you are helping to make 
those miracles possible.  

Thank you!” 

We received this note after sending a 
donation to the Selinsgrove, PA UMC 

devastated by fire: 
 

Hi Folks at Trucksville UMC, 
 

Thank you so very much for your 
generous gift to help us in our time of 

need.  We are making daily progress, but 
need to follow God’s will for us and our 
future. Many decisions still need to be 

made; we are carefully praying for 
discernment as we move on. 

 
Thanks so much and God Bless, Jinny 

Hornum and Pastor Ryan Gephart 
Christ United Methodist Church 

Selinsgrove, PA 



Teaming up for Missions! 
 
It is evident that TUMC has a heart for missions!  This past summer our Church family and our VBS children, 
nursery through sixth grades, and their families, took on homelessness as we supported the Catherine 
McAuley House in Plymouth, PA.  The Luzerne County shelter provides temporary housing for homeless 
women and children. 
 
The shelter needed a toddler bed and VBS not only earned enough money to purchase the toddler bed, they 
also purchased a mattress, bedding, and a pillow. Countless hygiene products for babies and gently used 
items were donated including books, blankets, handmade baby afghans, a crib/toddler bed combination, a 
mattress, and all the bedding! 
 
At VBS children learned that raising money for a mission is very important, yet there is so much more that 
needs to be done!  VBS participants also gave their time, their attention, and their love for those at the shelter 
by not only “talking the talk” but “walking the walk” as well.   
 
Youth of all ages decorated water bottles with inspirational messages for all the moms and kids at the shelter.  
They also made cards for the homeless families, and “boo boo” bunnies for the children.  Most importantly the 
children prayed for the women and children at the shelter and for homeless people everywhere!  Prayers out 
of the mouths of babes bring tears to your eyes – so simple, so honest, and so sincere. 
 

Mission classes provided the children with homeless facts including who is homeless, why people are 
homeless, and what we can do to help end homelessness in the world today.  One child stepped up to share 
her homeless story which presented a totally different perspective for everyone present.  Sister Catherine, 
from the McAuley House, visited with all the children and explained the importance of the Plymouth shelter.   
Age appropriate games included a version of musical chairs which gave the children an opportunity to feel 
what it might be like to be homeless for a second or two.  Some children matched animals to their native 
habitat.  By the end of the week the children were inspired to stand up and do something about 
homelessness in our own country and abroad. 
 

When the children’s wares were delivered to the McAuley House a volunteer commented that every single 
child sent wishes for families to find a “home” not a house!  She added, “These are the children who will 
change the world!”   
 

The McAuley House Mission project, a church wide effort, was a huge success!  In addition to the work of our 
VBS classes, their families, and our volunteers, the toddler beds, and all donated items a substantial financial 
contribution was made to the shelter as well.  With the remaining earnings from the VBS collection, our 
annual Audrey’s Ice-cream Social, mission envelopes, and our loose change offering, our monetary donation 
for this mission totaled $1059.28! 
 

Let’s take some lessons from these joint efforts in 
the year ahead.  Let’s make missions about doing 
as well as giving!  If you have an idea about how 
we can become more physically active in missions, 
please reach out to Lois Gross, one of our Pastors, 
or the Office! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as Lay Member to 
Conference in 2015!   
 

This year’s Annual Conference provided an entirely new 
perspective for me despite being a part of the United Methodist 
Church my entire life! 
 

Conference was definitely a working session as we voted for 
individuals who will attend the General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences in 2016.  My work at the church affords me the 
opportunity to know many of the people nominated for these 
positions; however, I must be honest, I did not know several of 
them.  I resorted to reading the biographies they provided and 
asking God for His will in the vote.  Trust me when I tell you I paid 
close attention to the proceedings and voted the way I thought 
TUMC would want me to – representation from all age groups, 
genders, and, views on the issues at hand.  Votes ran late into the 
evening because technical difficulties created significant delays 
each day.  Some participants became restless but I enjoyed every 
minute of it! 
 

Despite the long hours of voting there was plenty of food for 
thought and time for reflection in beautiful surroundings.  Topics 
included: 

 Bishop’s Partners in Mission 

 What blocks us from Jesus – He wants us home! 

 United Methodists are dwindling in the U.S. – Be Bold – Take 

Action! 

 There’s no back up plan; we’re it 

 All ages uniting for Jesus for outreach and mission. 

 Becoming a “faithful witness”. 

 It’s not how you start, it is how you finish –Stop running, turn to 

Jesus! 

 Our primary message never changes – how we present it 

changes with the times.  “It’s all about Jesus” 
 

Meeting delegates from other churches was fun.  Singing hymns 
with a gymnasium full of other Christians was incredible!  Being 
part of Annual Conference on behalf of TUMC – an experience 
second to none! 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to witness and serve; it truly made a 
difference in my life and helped me grow in my faith! 
 
Madelyn 

On the Menu: 
From Judi Reggi 

 
Sometimes a simple side dish can make 
a dinner something to remember...these 
carrots are super simple but something 
so special making it perfect for dinner 
tonight or for all the upcoming 
Holiday's...trust me you will want to keep 
this recipe handy!!! 
  
Simply Roasted Carrots  
Serves 4 
Prep Time - 5 min  
Cook Time - 20 min  
Total Time - 30 min 
Ingredients 
1 lb. carrots (peeled & trimmed or you 
can use baby carrots - I left green ends 
on just for fun) 
2 tbsp. extra virgin olive oil 
2 tsp salt 
2 tsp pepper 
1 tsp garlic powder 
Fresh chopped parsley for garnish 
(optional) 
 
Instructions 
Preheat oven to 400 
Line a rimmed baking sheet with foil 
Place trimmed carrots onto prepared 
pan and drizzle with olive oil, tossing to 
coat carrots evenly Sprinkle salt, pepper 
and garlic powder again tossing to coat 
carrots.  Place into oven and roast for 15
-20 minutes, or until carrots are tender, 
tossing once Remove and place on 
platter topping with fresh parsley (if 
using)  Serve & ENJOY! 
 
 
 
 
Each serving 
is 3 WW+ 
points 
 
Nutritional Info 
Calories 111 
Calories from 
Fat 63 Total 
Fat 7.0g 
Saturated Fat 
1.0g Trans Fat 0.0g Cholesterol 0mg Sodium 
1241mg Potassium 384mg Total carbohydrates 
12.3g Dietary Fiber 3.1g Sugars 5.8g Protein 
1.2g Vitamin A 379% - Vitamin C 12% - Calcium 
4% - Iron 4% Nutrition Grade A- 


