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“ M aking Disciples and Making a Difference”  

District Superintendent Marian Hartman (REV) with the confirmation class. 
Youth’s names have been removed for online publication. 



The Choir Room 
Dr. Steve 

 

For many of us, the summer is a time to which we look forward, a time to slow 
down a bit and enjoy more, a time to go lighter on work and instead go for an 
ice cream, go swimming, go for a bike ride or a walk outdoors, and plan a 
vacation. Just thinking about summer can bring a sense of peace. Our 
summer rest may involve some work, but the tasks are restful and bring us 
joy: gardening, preparing a patio, grilling outdoors. 
 
It is good to rest. God did not intend for people to work constantly. In Exodus 
16 we read how God provided food in the desert for His people, but He 
warned them to take a rest from gathering the food on the seventh day. In 
Luke 10 we read how Jesus supported Mary, who wanted to rest by Jesus 
and drink in His words and enjoy His company while her sister wanted her to 
slave away in the kitchen. Hear what God’s Word says: 
 
“Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth” (Psalm 46:10 NIV). 
 
So give yourself permission this summer to slow down and enjoy life more, 
and to remind yourself of the joys of this life. But as you slow down, don’t 
forget about Jesus. Be still and remember that He is God. Notice His 
footsteps and fingerprints everywhere and bask in the beauty and wonder of 
all that He created, from the morning sunrise with birds singing, to the 
awesome vastness visible in the night sky. True rest, peace, and happiness 
come from being in closer relationship with Him. Read His Word. Talk with 
Him. Gather with His followers at TUMC to praise, worship, learn, and serve 
Him. Have a restful summer. 
 
There Is a Place of Quiet Rest 
(Words and music by Cleland Boyd McAfee) 
 
Verse 1: 
There is a place of quiet rest, 
Near to the heart of God, 
A place where sin cannot molest, 
Near to the heart of God. 
 
Refrain: 
O Jesus, blest Redeemer, 
Sent from the heart of God, 
Hold us, who wait before Thee, 
Near to the heart of God. 
 
Verse 2: 
There is a place of comfort sweet, 
Near to the heart of God, 
A place where we our Savior meet, 
Near to the heart of God. 
 
Verse 3: 
There is a place of full release, 
Near to the heart of God, 
A place where all is joy and peace, 
Near to the heart of God. 

An Update from  
Isabel Kreidler 

 
Dear Friends:  

 
I wish to apologize for not 

starting the Women's Group 
that I suggested some time 
ago.  I was gung ho but my 

health got in the way.  At this 
point I am hoping to be able 

to join in more activities 
soon.  

God bless you all.   
Isabel 

 
Thank you for the prayers 

you have given to our family 
at the loss of our beloved 

husband, father and pop pop 
Paul Kachinko Sr. 

 
The Kachinko family, 

Cheryl (wife) 
Paul Jr and Family (son) 

and Amy (daughter) 



 
The Trucksville UMC Youth Group has been hard 
at work and play this spring.  First, UMYF 
members and some parents assisted with the 
Ugly Quilt Project in March.  At our regular March 
meeting, we shared a devotion and prayer and 
played board games. 
 
April was a busy month, thanks to the Flea 
Market, Spring Cleanup at the Cedar Crest 
Cemetery, and the Election Day Cafe.  21 of our 
23 Youth Group members helped setup, sort, sell, 
transport, and cleanup at the Flea Market, many 
working multiple shifts.  We had another great 
turnout at the bi-annual cemetery cleanup.  
Afterwards, a cookout was held to celebrate a job 
well done.  Special thanks goes out to Mr. Banta, 
Mr. Montgomery, Mrs. Shaw for their help!  The 
Election Day Cafe rounded out the month, and the 
Youth earned over $300 for their participation. 
 
Our outgoing Senior Rachel Luke was honored at 
the May meeting, with a cake and a gift.  Rachel 
has been an integral part of UMYF for several 
years, holding the office of Treasurer and being 
an active participant.  She will be missed, but we 
know she will shine at Penn State! 
 
Our Youth Group will end the year with a trip to 
Camelbeach in June.  It has been a great year, 
filled with fun, faith, fellowship and service. 
 
Staci Miller & Crys Jennings, UMYF Leaders 

  
As of May 1st we have a current balance in our treasury 
of $  4500.00 (approx) .       
    
The trustees receive 3% from our trustee endowment 
fund each year to maintain our church campus.  Thanks 
to their work and frugalness, they have set aside extra 
money to do some special projects this year, like flooring 
replacement in classrooms.  
 
Copies of a compete financial reports, are always 
available in the church office.   
 
We are able to do so much more when we work 
together.  

 Thank  you 
Dennis Wagner 

A Message  
from the  
Trustees 

 
The Trustees have been 
busy this spring replacing 
the base on the columns on 
the Sanctuary porch, putting 
new double doors at the end of the hall near the kitchen 
in the Educational Center, replacing the water fountain 
and storm windows in the Sanctuary with double 
windows. All this is possible with help from our recent 
BBQ profit of $2787.46. 
 
Thank you to all who supported our Trustee Breakfasts!  
$1604.93 went towards paying the heating bill just this 
year!  We will resume Breakfasts again in September. 
 
A thank you to Sandy Race for organizing our new 
folding chairs! $447.50 from the sale of the old metal 
chairs and $506.10 from our scrap metal sale was a 
huge success thanks to everyone who donated their old 
junk! This total of $953.60 went toward paying for the 
new chairs. 
 

Holly Daubert 
Trustee Secretary 



 
 

2016 TUMC Vacation Bible School 
Add this week to your calendar! 
JULY 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 2016 

Dinner 5:30-6:15, VBS 6:15-8:30 
 

Prayerfully consider volunteering and sign up with 
Jen Rinehimer or Kristyn Ecenrode now! 

SHOES 
 

Mission Central is collecting new and 
gently used shoes to help micro-

businesses around the world!   
 

Boxes are available at the Entrance of 
the Sanctuary and in our Educational 

Facility through May 29, 2016!  
 

We are accepting any type of shoes, 
sandals, boots, or sneakers in a pair 

with some wear left in the soles.   



We are acknowledging our TUMC 2016 Graduates at whatever 
service they attend Saturday, 6/11 or Sunday, 6/12/15 

 
Please email name, degree and a short biograpahy of all Trucksville 
UM Church High School and College Graduates to the Office by May 

29th. officeoffice@trucksvilleumc.com 
 

Also forward us a digital graduation picture for our Church Bulletin 
and if you like, a digital baby picture as well!  We are very proud of 

our graduates and we want to celebrate with them! 

Recent Donations and Gifts 
Given to the Glory of God and 

the Trucksville United 
Methodist Church in Memory 
and in Honor of Loved Ones: 

 
In Honor of Michael Santora’s 

Eagle Scout Award 
Clarence & Morag Michael 

 
In Honor of Diane & Wayne Long 

Betsy Balonis 
 

In Loving Memory of Robert 
Polglase 

Irma Mahalick 
 

In Loving Memory of Betty Metzgar 
Marbee J. Coslett Sulitka & 

Robert J. Sulitka Jr. 
 

In Loving Memory of Rita Nichols   
Melba Dickson 

Kathy & Mike Barlow 
 

In Loving Memory of Helen Long 
Shirley Gardner   

 
In Loving Memory of Dorothy 

Mathers Brown 
Alice Evans 

Louise Hazeltine 
Bill & Jean Long 

 
In Loving Memory of John E. Roote 
Alice Evans (TUMC Memorial Fund) 
Louise Hazeltine (United Methodist 

Children’s Home) 
Kathy & Mike Barlow (Paralyzed 

American Veterans) 
 

In Loving Memory of Sarah 
Strauser 

Walter C. Howell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On behalf of Martha Baird we invite you to host the 
Summer Café on Sunday’s between services beginning 
 Sunday, June 12, 2016 through Labor Day Weekend! 

 
Please reach out to Martha to reserve your date: 570-690-7506. 

 
This ministry is easy and fun and it helps you meet people! 

 
Simply bring your favorite snack, make the coffee, lemonade and 

iced tea. 
 

Then set out the patio tables and enjoy the Christian fellowship. 
 



Project DJ 
 
On June 9, DJ will celebrate the creation of 10,000 quilts with a special dinner 
meeting.  We met this goal on Monday, May 16, 2016.  All these quilts were 
distributed to various institutions and individuals over our years here at Trucksville 
United Methodist Church. 
 
There is a great need for our children's quilts, and in order to increase our 
production, DJ will hold a "Kindness Day" on June 28 at 9:30 a.m.  One of our 
members is conducting this workshop and will be providing precut fabric materials 
and a surprise pattern.  It will be an all-day project--any work not completed that 
day will be done at our regular Monday morning work sessions. 
 
A picnic is being planned for sometime in August and a few field trips are in the offing. 

Back Mountain Food Pantry  
 
The food pantry is well stocked from all the various food drives 
that were held by scouts, churches, The Back Mountain 
Chamber and SCID. The postman's food drive was held on 
May 14, 2016. This food should get us through the summer 
months.  Even though the shelves are full the need is always 
there and the food supply depletes quickly. 
 
We had a successful Easter distribution.  Two hundred families 
received a complete meal. 
 
The food pantry garden is planted and irrigation will be installed 
shortly. The clients look forward to a variety of fresh vegetables 
throughout the summer.  If anyone likes to garden and would 
like to help with the food pantry garden you can contact the 
food pantry at 570-595-2917.  Any amount of time you can give 
would be appreciated. 
 
The "No Hungary Tummies" program will start in June.  
Children in the school food program will receive an extra bag of 
food, which replaces the food they won't receive during the 

summer months.  Joe Hardisky 
will chair this program. 
 
I would like to thank everyone 
who volunteers and donates to 
the food pantry, without you we 
couldn't exist. 
 
Thank you! 
Carol Eyet, Manager 
 
 

 

 
Just a reminder…. 

 
If you are not saving education box tops for 

another school, please consider saving 
them for our school.   

 
Trucksville Early Childhood Education 

Center. 
 

Thank you 



 

Calling all Campers, Camp Counselors in Training 
Ages 16-18, & Meal Volunteers! 

 
TUMC has been selected to host a free 
Susquehanna Conference Day Camp 

Monday, July 18 – Friday, July 22, 2016 
9:00 AM to 3:30 PM, 1st through 6th Grades 

Lunch & Snacks Provided! 
 

Conference Camp Counselors will be on hand to 
facilitate the event and we need volunteers, sixteen 
through eighteen years old, to help and families to 

host counselors over night! 
 

If you are interested in attending Summer Camp or 
volunteering to help, please let us know! 

Email us at office@trucksvilleumc.com or call the 
Office at 570-696-3897! 

 
TUMC Day Camp; one more way to share the 

Gospel! 

Join us in the Pavilion  
for 10:00 a.m. Worship on these Sundays 

throughout the Summer: 
June 19 
July 17 

August 21 



Amanda’s Update on Life 
With Love, 

Amanda Miller 
 

Hello everyone! 
 
I'm sending you this email, because I wanted to give you an update on my life.  I'm sorry I wasn't the best at 
keeping in touch with you all this year.  Things are really hectic now, as well, and they won't slow down for a 
little while yet. I recently left my previous church, in part because I felt like God was leading me to go 
somewhere with a stronger focus and emphasis on missions work.  I love my job as a teacher, and I don't 
think I'll ever stop teaching, but I feel like God is calling me to go on a longer mission trip in the near future.  I 
started going to another church called Antioch Community Church.  They are grounded in the Bible and have 
a Baptist background, but they have started a movement which involves spreading the gospel all over the 
world, planting churches, and establishing people of the local community as leaders in the church and 
community.  I have signed up to attend ATS, Antioch Training School, a 9 month long course that is focused 
on equipping us to live lives that are focused on Jesus and His purposes on the earth.  Shortly after that, I 
plan on enrolling in Church Planting School, and then I will go wherever God directs my path. 
 
This year has been a hard one for me.  I switched school districts and grade levels, and at my new school, I 
found myself planning three lessons a day independently.  Most teachers get to work with a team; however, I 
am the only one who is teaching the Honors kids in 7th grade, so I have to plan for 7th grade Reading and 
7th grade Writing.  On top of that, I teach a section of 8th grade, and I'm always missing the meetings for the 
8th grade team because of 7th grade meetings that I'm required to attend, so I have to plan for 8th grade on 
my own.  I'm also running a Bible study on Monday nights with a group called The Landing, a place for teens 
who are struggling with anxiety, depression, addictions, and life issues.  I've been blessed to be living with 
two of my good friends, which has definitely been great and helped keep me in good spirits most of the time. 
 
Once some of the school year chaos settles, I'll be heading out for another short term mission trip. This time, 
I'm heading back to the Dominican Republic.  While I'm there, I'll have the opportunities to share the gospel 
with and pray for many people.  I will be able to support the local church in the area, as well.  Finally, I'm 
going to try hard to pick up some Creole, one of the languages spoken in the Dominican Republic, in case 
God calls me back there again. 
 
This trip is also the first one I've ever administrated for a group of people; I'm in charge of booking all of the 
tickets and dealing with all of the paperwork.  This is good preparation for the future, and it's exciting to be a 
part of the planning process.  I need all the support I can get in the form of prayers while I'm preparing for this 
trip.  Please pray that the hearts of the people on our team and the people in the DR whom we will encounter 
will be prepared for our arrival.  Also, please pray that the team is able to raise the funds it needs to go. 
 
If you are able to support me financially, that would also help significantly.  I have to raise $1500 by the end of 
May to cover the costs of travel and living arrangements during the trip.  Any funds that are raised above and 
beyond will go towards the rest of the team members, and once we've all been covered, any extra money will 
be used to give back to the people of the DR. 
 
If you would like to give financially, you may do so through this link: https://www.youcaring.com/amanda-miller
-565491#.VypNSXWVrzY.gmail.  If you'd like to guarantee that your donation is tax deductible, please go to 
the church website at https://antiochhouston.com/home/giving-2/ and give through the church's page. (Under 
Give to... click "Missions Fund" and "STT: DR 2016" in the second drop down menu. Please let me know if 
you give this way, so I can let the church office know who you are supporting.) 
 
The trip will be from July 2nd-9th.  Please join me in praying for our team, and if you are able to give, any 
amount is appreciated.  Thank you for your support.  Your prayers and gifts will be a huge blessing to me, my 
team, and the people of the DR whose lives Christ will touch. 
 
Thank you for supporting me so much in all I do. 



Trucksville Early Childhood Education Center 
May 2016 

 
The school year has flown by here at the Education Center.  As I write this, we are preparing for our closing 
programs and family picnics, and “Moving UP Ceremony” for our Kindergarten class.  A big “thanks” to our 
Board of Directors for volunteering their time to cook hot dogs for our picnics! 
 
The end of the school year has been a very busy time for us.  We had wonderful field trips to Weis Market 
and Frances Slocum State Park, and our 3 year old classes will be visiting Hillside Farms, and the 4 year old 
classes Back Mountain Bowl.  Our Kindergarteners and their families will also have a fun night at the 
RailRiders.   
 
There has been so much activity in the classrooms as we finish up our curriculum with themes like Spring, 
Birds, Vocations, Farm Animals, Rain Forest, Ocean, Senses, Good Health and Summer Safety.  Seeing how 
the children have blossomed throughout the year is so rewarding.  Our younger ones, some who came to us 
in tears back in September, are now confident and active participants in their class families.  The older ones 
are now ready to move on as independent learners.  Our dedicated, caring and talented staff has done a 
wonderful job preparing these children for a “lifetime of love for learning”!  We will begin our summer camps in 
June with the themes “Buggin’ Out” and “Summer Camp Mix-Up!”  There are still a few spots available, 
please contact us if you are interested.   
 
This year we are sadly saying goodbye to two special staff members.  Donna Schuler, who has been a staple 
in our Plalygroup program for years, is leaving us.  Donna has given so much of herself to these little ones, as 
any parent who has ever had their child in her class will attest.  Our Kindergarten Teacher, Tina Kravits, is 
also leaving us to pursue other interests.  Tina was a leader in our 4 year old program before pioneering our 
Kindergarten Extension class, and then our Kindergarten.  Her influence can be found throughout the school.  
 

I would like to thank you all for your 
support of the Center throughout the 
year.  Several church members have 
stopped by to drop off donated items, 
we truly appreciate it.  Thanks to Dan 
Sekel who rarely hears the wonderful 
comments I hear regularly on how 
clean our school is!  Thank you 
Madelyn Roote for keeping 
communications and sharing of 
facilities with the many events taking 
place here organized, no small task 
(and always with a smile)!  Thank you 
to the Board of Trustee’s for your help 
with anything we need!  And finally, I 
would like to thank Pastor Dick 
Williams and the TECEC Board of 
Directors for their commitment to the 
Center, the Staff, and especially the 
children.    May you all have a 
wonderful and blessed summer!     
 
  

Sincerely, 
Marjorie Adams, Director   



 

Spring and Summer at the Cemetery 
  

The spring “clean up” is finished.  We are grateful for all the volunteer help.  This was accomplished with 

support from the following groups – Boy Scout Troop 155 supervised by the Scout Master, Martin Wise and 

the TUMC Youth Group with their leaders.  In addition the Litz family – Lynn, Raymond and Kimberly of 

Dallas, volunteered to do the section behind the church.  They have family members interred in this section 

and are aware of the need for assistance of families during the spring and fall clean ups. 

  

Now the burial grounds are ready for lawn mowing which by the time you read this will have started.  Our 

contract calls for the lawn to be mowed ten times between May and early October.  Time flies and by then we 

will need to schedule the “fall clean up”!!! 

  

The 2016 Annual Giving Drive began May 16, 2016 

  

Last year’s campaign was the most successful since the 

program started in 2010. Copies of the year’s report have 

been placed on the table at the back of the 

Sanctuary.  Please take a copy and consider being a 

Donor in 2016.  Remember the appearance of the 

Cemetery is a reflection of the church. 

  

Again thank you to all of the Donors and Volunteers who helped maintain the Cemetery in 2015. 


