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TRUCKSVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

“ M aking Disciples and Making a Difference”  

Ash Wednesday Service  at Trucksville 
February 14th 7:00 pm 

 
Palm Sunday 
March 25th 

 
Maundy Thursday at Trucksville 

March 29th   

 
Good Friday Service at Huntsville 

March 30th 7:00 pm 
 

Easter Sunrise  
April 1st        7:00 am   

Trucksville Church Yard 
 

Easter Services 
April 1st     8:30 am & 11:00 am   

Trucksville 
April 1st     9:45 am  Huntsville 

 
 
 
 

Saturday Evening Services  
as always 

Prayer Bead Mission 
In March we will once again offer 
Beads & Bagels and Snacks and 
Scripture Beads!  Make a set for you 
and to share with someone who may 
benefit! Stay alert for dates and 
times! 
 
TUMC Annual Flea Market for 
Missions – April 20 & April 21, 2018 
Start cleaning out those attics and 
closets! 
 
TECEC Art Show & Ice Cream Social 
– April 27 & April 28, 2018 
Come out and support our school! 
 
Spring BBQ – The first full weekend 
of May! 
 
The Bishops Partners in Mission 1 
Hour Run/Walk 
 

Kirby Park - May 12, 2018 
Benefits Imagine No More 
Malaria & Mission Central 



. 
 

Planet Green!  
 

TUMC Recycling  
Project Update 

Since beginning our 
Recycling Project almost a 
year ago, our church has 

earned $192.20!   
 

Listed below is what is accepted. Drop your items off 
in the back of the Sanctuary or the Church Office.  
 

Thank you!   
Holly Daubert 

What We Recycle 
Inkjet Cartridges 
Cell Phones & Accessories 
GPS & Radar Detectors 
Calculators 
eBook Readers 
iPods/MP3 Players 
Digital/Video Cameras 
PDAs 
iPads/Tablets 
Video Game & Consoles 

Trustee Update 
 

Projects are completed & 
projects are planned!   
 
The Educational Facility 
restrooms have been 
updated & are now more 
accessible for those with 
special needs.  The lighting 
is better and both rest 
rooms received a fresh coat of paint.     
 
Eight new LED lights are being discussed for Fellowship 
Hall.  TECEC classrooms will be painted once school lets out.   
 
The 2018 Officers are Chair: Phil Reinert, Vice Chair: Dan 
Shilanski, Secretary: Holly Daubert. 
 
Our first Trustee Breakfast was a huge success earning 
$339.80 to help with our heating expenses!  Thank 
you!  Upcoming Breakfast dates are February 18 & March 18, 
2018; join us for food and fellowship! 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for your love and support through my 
recent health challenges. Your prayers and 
encouragement have been so appreciated and helpful! 
My entire family is grateful. 
Peace and blessings, 
Mary Beth Mattson 
 
Thank you for all the beautiful cards, wonderful visits 
and prayers!  I so appreciate every single one.  
Although I am very busy in physical therapy and can’t 
send a card right now, I want you to know that I pray 
for all of you!  God bless each and every one of you 
and thank you again!   

Melba Dickson Submitted by Joan Lenahan 



One Square Meal: 
 

Several members of TUMC join together with other members 
of the community to provide meals to the homeless and 

disadvantaged on Public Square in Wilkes Barre. Our group 
prepares and serves meals on the second Saturday of each 
month. Also offered to those in need have been health kits, 

blankets, clothing and outerwear. Literature sharing the Lord’s 
message is provided. The men and women who frequent the 

Square Meals look forward to the meals and provisions, as well 
as the interaction with those who provide them. 

 

My Brother’s Keeper Mission Project  
 

Individuals and groups throughout the area desiring to help the 
homeless make simple sleeping bags (also known as Ugly 

Quilts) from recycled fabrics and distribute them to those in 
need. The purpose of the mission is to help the homeless stay 

warm until they can be helped or healed by others in our 
society. Our group at TUMC usually meets on Thursdays from 

10:00 a.m. until Noon. You do not need sewing skills to 
participate! The Ugly Quilts are made by layering materials and 
attaching them using simple hand stitching and knots. We also 

include a pillowcase and a kit containing personal hygiene 
supplies with each quilt. During 2017, over 60 quilts were 
distributed to those in need, mostly at the Rescue Mission 
events. Approximately 18 quilts were sent to the Rescue 

Mission in February 2018. 
 

If you are interested in helping out with assembling the quilts, 
call Martha Jones. If you can’t attend the work sessions but 
would like to assist with the project, the following items are 

needed: 
Travel size toiletries 

Tissue packets 
Toothbrushes etc.… 

Large sewing needles with large eyes 
Men’s ties 

 
 
 

“IF YOU LOVE ME, FEED MY SHEEP.” 

Nurture and Care  
 
Our Nurture and Care Team work is in full swing as 
we begin the New Year! A well-attended team 
meeting was held on January 20, 2018, where many 
great ideas were generated and enthusiasm ignited 
to serve the Lord as we reach inwardly, providing 
care ministries to our church family. 
 
Ongoing Care projects continue with the Card 
Ministry, Care Boxes, Welcome Bags, Care Partner 
Visits, Flower Distributions, Meadows Communion 
Services, Prayer Shawls, Frozen Meals, and 
Discretionary Giving. In addition, a few 
enhancements to current ministries, as well as new 
initiatives, are in the works.  
 
Enhancements to current ministries include: 
 
The addition of Care Boxes for the Military to the 
Care Box Ministry 
 
A sub-committee to coordinate and oversee Special 
Visits to members facing medical or other challenges 
 
A sub-committee to oversee the Frozen Meals 
Ministry 
 
New initiatives include the addition of a Funeral 
Lunch and Special Event Meals subcommittee under 
the umbrella of the Care Team 
 
A Grief Ministry subcommittee to once again be a 
part of the Care Team, and the addition of an 
Assimilation Ministry to provide encouragement and 
support to families new to the church. At present, 
formation of the Assimilation Ministry is in 
discussion with the pastors and lay leadership. 



In keeping with the team approach introduced in 2017, Jill Kryston has joined Morag Michael and Linda Lispi on the 
leadership team. Our Care Team Ministries, which have in the past been led by individuals, are also adopting the team 
approach, as each ministry (also called sub-committee) of Nurture and Care will have chairpersons and co-chairpersons 
to lead these efforts. Sharing responsibilities will ensure that a second person knows the workings of each committee 
should the chairperson be unavailable. Also, the co-chairs will provide assistance and support in accomplishing the 
work of the sub-committees. 
 
Following is a list of the Nurture and Care Team subcommittees, those who have volunteers to chair/co-chair each 
group and positions for which we are in need of additional volunteers at the time of this communication. 
 
Card Ministry: 
Allison Hastings, which has been so competently and lovingly led by Annie Smith, will assist with this Ministry. 
 
Funeral Luncheons/Special Event Meals: 
1. Karen Williams 
2. Martha Jones 
3. Martha Baird 
(We have some volunteers to prepare and serve, more are always needed) 
 
Care Team Frozen Meals: 
1.__________________ 
2.__________________ 
 
Welcome Bags (Visitor and New Member): 
1. Kim Reinert 
2. Leadership Team 
 
  
Special Visits:  
1._______________ 
2._______________ 
 
Grief Ministry: 
1. Brenda Birdsall - Chair 
2. Madelyn Roote - Co Chair 
3. Barb Schall 
4. Jill Kryston 
 
Prayer Shawls: 
1. Brenda Williams 
2. Barb Schall 
 
College and Military Care Boxes: 
1. Sandy Race 
2. Kim Reinert 
 
Flea Market: 
1. Morag Michael 
2. (TBA) 

Are you ready to make the world a 
better place?  Find the perfect 

match for your volunteer time and 
gifts with our ministry team. 



Recent Gifts & Memorials 
 

In Loving Memory of Doug Ayers 
Donna Schuler & Family 

 
In Loving Memory of Bill Dickson 

Judy Dickson 
Employer Contribution Program 

Mark Rossick 
 

Gift to the TUMC Celebration Fund 
Debbie Shilanski 
Cathie Meholic 

 
Gift to the Kingston Rescue Mission 

In Honor of  
Pastor Dick & Pam 
Pastor Ian and Family 

Clarence & Morag Michael 

Volunteers to chair and co-chair the Care Frozen Meals and 
Special Visits Subcommittees are being sought. A brief description 
of what each ministry entails is provided below. Check out the 
committee individual needs below and ask yourself, “Is God 
calling me to help with one of these Care Ministries? 
 
Special Visits: 

Every so often the Care Team elects to visit someone in our fellowship who had surgery or a hospital stay, suffered a 
recent health issue / diagnosis, or maybe lost a loved one. We sometimes take a shawl, or altar flowers when available, 
or a meal or two where appropriate.  Perhaps it is just a brief time to hold a hand or offer a few words of 
encouragement.  Most importantly it is a time to let the person know that the church is thinking of them. Many times 
the church office or others from our church family are aware of such situations as they arise. Chairperson(s) of Special 
Visits would be contacted, who would arrange for one or two volunteers from the Care Team to make a visit. Special 
Visits would also coordinate delivery of altar flowers which are designated for giving. Special Visits would keep an eye 
on the inventory of prayer shawls and frozen meals to be aware of availability. 
 
Care Team Frozen Meals: 
These meals are provided during Special Visits as described above, or taken by members of the church family to those 
in need. Chairpersons of this ministry would help coordinate meal preparation, oversee the donations of meals, be sure 
inventory of meals is rotated, and monitor the supply of meals so that arrangements can be made to replenish as 
needed. 
 
Prayerfully consider serving in one or both of these ministries. It is possible that these two subcommittees, which are 
interrelated, could be combined. The leadership team is available for further discussion of these volunteer 
opportunities or other thoughts on any of the Nurture and Care Team ministries.  
 
Blessings, 
Morag, Linda, and Jill 

Project DJ 
 
A field trip to purchase fabric was made 
recently.  We were informed that fabric 
was being offered for an exceptionally low 
price and we were able to purchase many 
yards of fabric. 
 
Thank you to all who have made 
donations of fabric and supplies.  These 
gifts allow us to make many quilts.  If something is donated that 
we can't use, we pass it on to Ugly Quilts. 
 
Please consider coming to help us on Monday mornings.  We 
supply everything you will need, including instruction if you are 
not a sewer or quilter. 
 
If the Dallas School District is closed because of snow, we do not 
meet. 



Fifth Grade Assignment  
Submitted by Joanne Stiff 

 
Wouldn't this be great if it was taught in every school? 
 
 A while back a fifth grade teacher in a Christian school 
asked her class to look at TV commercials and see if 
they could use them in 20 ways to communicate ideas 
about God.   
Here are some of the results: 
 
¶ God is like BAYER ASPIRIN. He works miracles.  
¶ God is like A FORD. He's got a better idea. 
¶ God is like COKE. He's the real thing.  
¶ God is like HALLMARK CARDS. He cares enough to 

send His very best. 
¶ God is like TIDE. He gets the stains out others leave 

behind.  
¶ God is like GENERAL ELECTRIC. He brings good 

things to life. 
¶ God is like WAL-MART. He has everything.  
¶ God is like ALKA-SELTZER. Try Him, you'll like Him  
¶ God is like SCOTCH TAPE. You can't see Him, but 

you know He's there. 
¶ God is like DELTA. He's ready when you are.  
¶ God is like ALLSTATE. You're in good hands with 

Him.   
¶ God is like VO-5 Hair Spray. He holds through all 

kinds of weather. 
¶ God is like DIAL SOAP. Aren't you glad you have 

Him?  Don't you wish everybody did? 
¶ God is like the U.S. POST OFFICE. Neither rain, nor 

snow, nor sleet nor ice will keep Him from His 
appointed destination.   

¶ God is like Chevrolet. He is the heart beat of 
America. 

¶ God is like Maxwell House. Good to the very last 
drop. 

¶ God is like B o u n t y. He is the quicker picker 
upper. He can handle the tough jobs and He won't 
fall apart on you. 

The Choir Room 
Dr. Steve 

 
Valentine’s Day 

 
I remember back to second grade, looking forward to a 
classroom Valentine’s Day party. It was always the time of 
year that students celebrated love. We made crafts of Cupid 
with his arrow, red hearts, and other symbols of love. We 
drew cards to take home to our parents. And we bought tiny 
Valentine cards to distribute to everyone in our class. My 
parents would always give me a marshmallow heart and a 
heart-shaped box of candy. These were all symbols of love. 
As we travel throughout our lives, we have the opportunity 
to explore and learn about love in many ways. We learn 
about love from family, pets, friends, boyfriends/girlfriends, 
spouse, co-workers, Christian church community, and from 
God Himself. 
 
This year it is fitting that Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday, 
which marks the beginning of the observance of Lent, are 
both on the same day. Jesus’ teachings about loving God, our 
neighbors, and even our enemies, culminates in His passion 
and death, the ultimate act of love. 
As we celebrate love and begin our observance of Lent 
this February 14th, let us remember the unfathomable love 
of God demonstrated to humankind by Jesus through His life 
and death. The contemporary song, “O, How He Loves You 
and Me” reminds us of this great love. Now, that is 
something to celebrate!  
 
O, How He Loves You and Me 
O, how He loves you and me, 
O how He loves you and me. 
He gave his life, what more could he give? 
O, how He loves you; O, how He loves me;  
O, how He loves you and me. 
 
Jesus to Calvary did go, 
His love for sinners to show. 
What He did there brought hope from despair. 
O, how He loves you; O, how he loves me;  
O, how he loves you and me. 



Trucksville United Methodist Church 
Lay Leadership for Mission and Ministry 

2018 

 
Church Council 

 
Chairperson  Tania Reinert 2019 
Secretary Madelyn Roote Staff 
Financial Secretary   Heidi Wagner Staff 
Treasurer Crys Jennings Staff 
Co Lay Leader   Morag Michael 2020 
Co Lay Leader Rob Mattson 2019 
Lay Member Madelyn Roote 2018 
SS Superintendent   Bryn Kaufer Till September 2018 
SS Superintendent   Michelle Meade Till Spetember 2018 
Finance Com. Chair       Diane Long 2019 
Trustee Chair Phil Reinert 2019 
Staff/Parish Com Chair Debbie Shilanski 2018  
Missions Team Chair Lois Gross 2018 
Nurture & Care Team Chair Linda Lispi 2019 
Youth Coordinators  Staci Miller 2019 
 Crys Jennings 2019 
Fellowship Team Bryan & Caitlin Banks 2020 
Fellowship Team Dale & Jennie Metzgar 2020 
Archives/Records Chair William Bachman 2020  
TECEC Dir. (ex officio) Brenda Strutko Staff 
  
HAVEN Coordinator Martha Baird  

 
Members at Large to Church Council 

 

Josh Miller  2018 Helen Williams  2018 Courtney Wagner 2019 
Barb Shaw 2020 Joan Lenahan 2020 
 
      

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 

 
Trisha Kozokas  2018 Jeff Weisenberger 2018 Janis Seeley  2018 
Debbie Shilanski  2019 George Baird 2020 Dale Williams  2019 
Mark Umphred 2020 Dennis Wagner 2020  Tania Reinert 2020 
 

Trustees 

 
Dave Petit 2017 Phil Reinert 2019 Keith Campbell 2017 
Ray Metzger 2018 Holly Daubert 2018 Dan Shilanski 2018 
Al Blannett 2019 Brenda Williams 2019 Sandy Race 2019 
 
 



Committee on Finance 

Chair  Diane Long 2019 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ tŜǊ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ϡ нрфΦп - CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
 

Treasurer Financial Secretary   Lay Leader  
Lay Member to Annual Conf Chair Church Council  Trustee Rep 
 

Members at Large to Finance Committee 
 

Lou Spaciano  2018 Larry Dawes  2018  
Janet Evans  2019 Diane Long  2019 William Bachman  2019 
Steve Miller 2020 Kim Broskoske 2020 Tim Wing 2020  
 

Committee On Lay Leadership 
 

Lois Gross 2018 Phil Reinert 2018 Ashley Blannett 2018 
Linda Rossick 2019 Kim Broskoske 2019 Judi Reggi 2019 
Heidi Wagner 2020 Mary Beth Mattson 2020  Vi Gommer 2020 
 

Lay Members to Annual Conference 
 

Madelyn Roote  Lay Member  
Barry Wagner  Alt Lay Member 
 

Audit Committee 
 

Lisa Banta                                 Dan Kistler                     Dennis Wagner 
 

Archives and Records 
 

Church Historian Emeritus  Louise Hazeltine 
Church Historian  Bill Bachman 
Legal Counsel  Ron Santora 
Trustee Rep  Dan Shilanski 
  

Worship Team 
 

Director of Music Dr. Steve Broskoske 
8:30 pianist Nancy Evans 
Altar Guild Michelle Sowga Jennie Metzgar  
Acolytes & Crucifers Stefanie Michael 
Ushers Jeanne Thomas 
Children’s Activity Bag Larissa and John Franchella  
At Large Linda Rossick 
 

TECEC School Board of Directors 
 

Board Chair  Pastor  
TUMC Business Manager Crys Jennings 
TUMC Lay Leader Rob Mattson 
TUMC Church Council Rep Vi Gommer 
TUMC SS Superintendent Bryn Kaufer  Till Sep 2018   

 
Additional members of the 
TECEC Board are nominated 
and elected by the Board 

Administrative Assistant  Madelyn Roote 
Treasurer  Crys Jennings 
Member at Large  Judy Rhone 


