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Huge crowds gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover holiday. The excitement was high as the
disciples and many people expected that Jesus would reveal that He was the expected Messiah, and that He
would be named King of Israel. Instead, something seemed to go horribly wrong, and within a few days Jesus
was dead.
Early Sunday morning, several women were the first to go to the tomb. They were seeking Jesus. Mary
Magdalene was so distraught over Jesus’ death and missing body that she did not seem comforted even
though two angels at the tomb spoke with her. Then she encountered Jesus alive. At first she was so upset
that she did not even realize it was Him. When she realized, she was ecstatic and worshipped Him. Jesus
told her to go back and tell the disciples. Most did not believe her, but Peter and John ran to the tomb. They
saw the empty tomb, and now they believed. They ran back to tell the others, who remained reluctant to
believe. Two disciples walked along the road to Emmaus, going away from Jerusalem (they were going in the
wrong direction), trying to make sense out of the events they just witnessed. Jesus walked and talked with
them, and at first they did not recognize Him. When they did, they ran back to tell the disciples in Jerusalem,
who were not believing until Jesus came in their midst. After this, Thomas, who was not present at that
gathering, did not believe until he could put his hands in Jesus’ wounds. Jesus appeared to him and gave him
that opportunity. Peter and some of the others were going back to fishing, apparently planning to return to
their lives as they were before they met Jesus, until they heard a call from the risen Jesus.
As we go through Lent in preparation for Easter, imagine yourself in the crowd gathering to celebrate
Passover. Maybe you just caught a glimpse of the potential new King who might defeat the Romans and
restore Israel. Now He is dead, and you hear that He rose – He is alive! Will you believe based on the
testimony of others whose lives were changed from meeting Him? And what if Jesus appeared to you? Would
you recognize Him? Would you worship Him? Would you seek Him, or go in a direction away from Him, or
decide to ignore Him and return to what you knew before?
We are all invited to encounter the living Jesus today. Are you seeking Him? Maybe He is calling to you even
now, saying, “Child, it is I, I am here!” This Lenten season, don’t miss Him!
To meditate on these thoughts, I encourage you to look up the song, I’ve Just Seen Jesus, on YouTube. One
great version is performed by Sandi Patti and Larnelle Harris, and another excellent version is by Lana
Ranahan and David Phelps. Hearing this song will invite you to personally experience the Easter story and
encounter the risen Jesus. I wish you a blessed Lenten and Easter season.
I’ve Just Seen Jesus
Verse 1:
We knew He was dead, it is finished, He said.
We had watched as His life ebbed away.
Then we all stood around till the guards took Him
down.
Joseph begged for His body that day.
It was late afternoon when we got to the tomb,
Wrapped His body and sealed up the grave.
So I know how you feel, His death was so real,
But please listen and hear what I say.

Chorus:
I've just seen Jesus, I tell you He's alive!
I've just seen Jesus, our precious Lord alive!
And I knew He really saw me too,
As if till now I'd never lived.
All that I'd done before won't matter anymore.
I've just seen Jesus and I'll never be the same
again.
Verse 2:
It was His voice she first heard, those kind gentle
words,
Asking what was her reason for tears.
And I sobbed in despair, “My Lord is not there.”
He said, “Child, it is I, I am here!”
Chorus:
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A Note from Louise Hazeltine
I wish to “thank” everyone from the Church for
calls and kind birthday wishes in November and
Christmas greetings in December. At 90 I’m
grateful that I can be in the house I have called
home for 89 years! I’m glad I made a decision to
return to Trucksville and the Church in 1988 after
42 years in New York City. Best wishes to
everyone for the year ahead!

The Flea Market is April 15th & 16th. The proceeds from
Fellowship Hall will go to missions. We will need many
volunteers for this church wide event. There will be signup sheets going around in church. If you already know
when & how you would like to help, please contact Lois
Gross. We definitely need three more checkers on
Friday night 5-8:30 as well as Saturday, 8-12. All week
we need helpers to sort items. Please be sure to donate
items and/or volunteer.

Turkey Supper for Missions
Saturday, March 5, 2016
Adults $9.00
Children $5.00
Take Outs 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Dining Room 5:00-7:00 p.m.
On The Menu
* Turkey, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
* Homemade Stuffing
* Corn & Cole Slaw
* Cranberry Sauce
* Rolls
* Homemade Cake for Dessert
Please email or call the
Office as soon as you
have your count ready;
you know this dinner
sells out fast!

Memorial Tree for Sharon Cosgrove
For many years Sharon Cosgrove was a dedicated member of staff at the preschool program here at Trucksville UMC. She was hired in 1991 to teach our
4/5 year old program at what was then Trucksville Nursery School. Sharon
brought a love of learning and excitement to her classrooms. Always smiling
and caring she created a warm and encouraging environment for everyone
who passed through her door…children and parents alike.
In 1994 Sharon’s educational background and administrative skills were
recognized when she was hired as director of the school, a position she held
until 2003. For 9 years, under her guidance, the school grew. She was a part
of the expansion building committee, formed in the late nineties, and played a
key role in helping raise funds for the new educational wing which was
dedicated in 2001.
In particular Sharon loved science and nature and fostered that love in her
students. She helped plan and develop the school’s butterfly garden, which
flourishes today. Those of us who worked with Sharon fondly remember the
butterfly release each year when the newly hatched monarch butterflies were let go into the world above to
begin their mile journey to winter in Mexico.
After she retired Sharon spent time with her family but sadly became ill and passed away on June 30 2015. In
her memory, Trucksville’s Early Childhood Education Center (TECEC) board of directors has decided to plant
a flowering dogwood tree on our church property, along with a plaque noting her years of service.
While our board and school staff will be supporting this effort financially, we know many of our church family
also knew Sharon, her husband Joe and children JP and Shannon and would like the opportunity to
contribute to this effort. If you would like to send a donation you can do so either through our weekly offering
plates or by mailing a check to the office. Please mark your gift: “Sharon Cosgrove Memorial”.
Morag Michael

Kellie Meehan takes Mission Work seriously!
Kellie Meehan will be giving up her spring break and joining International Service Learning (ISL) from March 5
through March 8, volunteering her services. ISL is a non-profit organization that leads groups of volunteers to
twelve different countries, providing essential community and medical services for those in need.
She is taking with her and will be trained on the use of a stethoscope, blood pressure cuff and otoscope. She
will be required to wear surgical scrubs each day. After her training, she will be able to actively assist with
important aspects of healthcare under supervision of health professionals. Kellie will be one of the volunteers
from the University of Pittsburgh providing health services to the Canaan Heights neighborhood in Kingston,
Jamaica; a shanty community
in which the majority of the
houses are made of tin and
other scrap materials.
Together as a church family
of God let’s pray for Kellie’s
safety and experience as she
donates her time to help
others!

BACK MOUNTAIN FOOD PANTRY
The shelves are full and we have more food to sort. What a difference from earlier
this year. We had two major food drives from the Dallas School District and
numerous small drives from businesses and civic groups in November and
December. Our next big food drive is the Postman's Drive in May; we usually get
several thousand pounds of food from that. This drive usually carries us through the
summer.
We continue to distribute twenty five orders a week; this is up five from earlier in the
season. We get at least several new clients each month. Many of our clients are
working but need help to make it through the month.
The food pantry is purchasing a new freezer and a refrigerator. This will help us take advantage of more food
that CEO has to offer. Our present freezer is usually full of meat we obtain from Weis and therefore we can't
take advantage of frozen vegetables and other frozen items at CEO.
The food pantry is working at full capacity and it is really nice to have so much help. The saying “Many
Hands Make Light Work” is certainly true. Without these volunteers the pantry could not exist. Thanks to all
who help.
We will be doing our Easter distribution in March. The volunteers will pack a full dinner of ham, scalloped
potatoes, vegetables, applesauce, margarine, rolls and a cake mix. Close to two hundred dinners will be
distributed.
We now receive fresh bread for distribution on a weekly basis and this is well received by our clients.
Again I want to thank everyone who volunteers, donates food or money. We could not do this without you.
THANK YOU! Carol A. Eyet, Manager

CEMETERY NEWS
Cedar Crest Board – 2016
The members of the Board of Directors for this year are:
President – Richard Harrison Sr., Vice-President – Robert Law,
Secretary – Louise S. Hazeltine, Treasurer – Dr. Mark Law and
Members at Large – Kathy Barlow and Alma Husted.
Representing the Board of Trustees from the Church will be
Ray Metzgar.

The Commission
I asked the Lord to help my neighbor,
And carry the Gospel to distant lands,
And to comfort the sick, but He said to me,
"If you love me, be my hands."
I asked the Lord to go to the dying,
And the orphan in the street,
And visit the prisoner, but He said to me,
"If you love me, be my feet."

Annual Giving Program for Cedar Crest
The 2015 drive was successful. Seventy-nine members and
friends contributed during the year. This is a 57% increase
since 2010. A full report will be available in the spring. We are
grateful for the continued support by the Trustees of the
Church.
The drive for this year will begin May 1, 2016. It will be more
important than ever, as we are concerned, with the stock
market down we cannot expect the Trust Fund to generate the
income we have received the past two years! Time will tell.

I asked the Lord to look to the poor,
And watch over each babe that cries,
And see each man's need, but He said to
me,
"If you love me, be my eyes."
I said to the Lord, I want to serve you,
But I don't know where to start.
"To love is the answer," He said to me.
"If you love me, be my heart."

Storage Shed Rehabilitated
The shed used for seasonal storage by both Cedar Crest and
the Church was “rehabilitated” this fall. We are grateful to Ray
Metzgar for supervising the project and the men who assisted
him including Dale Metzgar, David Pettit, Nat Price, Phil
Reinert, and Erik Sowga. Todd Chamberlain cleared the
grounds around the shed before the work began.
This project is one example of the time and effort given by
many to enhance the burial grounds surrounding the Church.
Please take time to express your thanks to those who work
hard to maintain the grounds.
Spring Cleanup
April 1 – April 24 has been designated for “clean up” time for
the burial grounds. We have divided the cemetery into
sections. We did this in the fall and it worked well. Three
sections have already been assigned for spring. If you belong
to a group who would like to volunteer to do a section call
Louise Hazeltine at 570-696-1332.
Remember
How the burial grounds appear is a reflection on the Church.
This past year we received many good comments, both written
and verbally, regarding the improved appearance of the
Cemetery surrounding the Church.
Thank you to all who made this possible.

Trustees Breakfast
Sunday, February 21, 2016,
9:00 am to 11:00 am
All donations go to offset
our winter heating cost.
Thank you

The mission committee just had a very exciting
meeting. We are trying to be God's hands and
feet, literally. In other words, not just donating
money, but actively participating in our missions
where possible.
First, we discussed a new opportunity to feed the
hungry at the Keystone Rescue Mission in Wilkes
-Barre. This mission provides a service, music
and a meal for 50-70 people. Trucksville UMC
will be serving every other 1st Saturday Feb. until
Nov. (Dec. was not available.) These are the
dates: 2/6, 4/2, 6/4, 8/6, 10/1 & 11/5. Martha
Baird has graciously volunteered to organize the food portion of this mission. Karen Williams volunteered to
do that for the April 2nd meal. Ian Hastings will head up the rest of the mission components. There was a
concern of whether we would get all the donations we needed and wondered where the money would come
from if we needed to purchase a lot of the supplies. We felt God wanted us to do this so we took a leap of
faith that God would provide if indeed we were doing His will. Well, He answered us loud and clear. Not only
were all food, supplies and servers volunteered, but we have a surplus of servers and it was done in two
church services! If that wasn't convincing enough, the very next day after our meeting, a representative from
Thomas' came into the office and offered the church a large donation in gift cards. God is so good! God we
hear you! We will follow you. That is not all. Please read on.
Regina Stanton is hoping to begin two other missions in our church. The 1st one is called My Brother's
Keeper. There will be an informational meeting on Jan. 28th at 6:00. This group will assemble bed rolls that
will be distributed to the homeless. Regina assures us, no sewing skills are needed.
Special Note: Please hang on to any old bedding or towels and unusable clothing (not suitable for flea
market.) These items will be used for the stuffing.
The Second opportunity is making lunches and handing them out to the homeless on Public Square on
Saturdays at 2:30. Member of Back Mt. Harvest Assembly started this already. A small group from TUMC
participated on Jan. 30th and plan to go again in February. If you are interested in either one of these
missions, you can contact Regina.
As an alternative to our Easter flowers, we are giving our congregation the option to donate to "No more
Malaria." Cards will be available to share with your loved ones letting them know you made a donation in
memory or in honor of a loved one. Flowers will also be available to order.
Finally, the first four monthly missions were assigned. January is UMCOR, February is Betty June Mathers'
Scout Scholarship Fund, and March is General Mission Fund for international, local and church missions.
Youth & Adult Christian Growth will be the mission focus in April to help defray the cost of camp, retreats,
Emmaus Walk, etc...)
As always, I would like to thank all of you for your hearts for mission. I can really feel the Holy Spirit moving
us and empowering us to do God's will. I am excited and hope you are too. Thank-you, Jesus. I am ending
with a poem, “The Commission," written by G. Shirlie Westfall.
In Jesus,
Lois Gross (Mission Chair)

Care Meals
and ‘Friendship’ Bread:
Soup is a hearty and comforting meal for
anyone, especially during the winter months or
during a time of illness / difficulty. So we liked
to keep a supply of soup on hand in our
freezers, ready to deliver to a member, friend,
family in a time of need or just to show we are
thinking of them. If you would like to make a
pot of soup of any kind to help keep our
freezers full please feel free to do so…you can
make it at home or at the church. We can
supply quart / pint size containers for you.
Just email or drop by the office to coordinate.
If on the other hand making quick breads is
your specialty we are also freezing loaves to
have on hand to offer to visitors who have
attended one of our services. We will be
making a follow up visit to thank them for
coming and offering a loaf of bread as a gift.
Regular size or mini loaves would be fine, any
flavor…banana, blueberry, coffee crumb etc.
Bread will be appreciated in a sealed Ziploc
bag, marked with type of bread, date, and any
ingredient we should be aware of such as
nuts. Breads can be delivered any time during
office hours.

Project DJ
Our hand-quilting
group is meeting on
Tuesday mornings for
the next few months to
complete a few
fundraising projects.
We welcomed some
new members
recently. We should
be able to meet our 10,000 quilts mark before
too long with this additional help.
Several members enjoyed a field trip to buy
fabric in Sterling, PA. This fabric was offered
to us at a very reasonable price and a
considerable purchase was made.
In March we will resume our Thursday evening
sessions. Dates will be announced in the
future.

"My Brother's Keeper"
Ugly Quilts
Hopefully you had a chance to check out the Ugly Quilts on
display in our Sanctuary on February 6 and February 7,
2016!
This newly forming ministry's goal is very simple yet
powerful: "Keep one person warm for one more night"!
This is not a quilting ministry; there is some sewing involved
but it is more of a shopping, collecting, cleaning out, and
assembly mission! That's right, even if you don't sew you
can get involved!
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, February 23, 2016 at 6:00
p.m. Here is how you can help:
We need willing hands of all ages to get involved!
Pieces of fabric that can be sewn together to make a cover
such as:
Sheets
Drapes
Towels
Blankets
We also need filling such as:
Sweaters
Shirts
PJ's
Anything to stuff the bed roll and make it warm!
Special Note: These items can be used, stained, and even
ripped but they must be clean!
We also need your clean, gently used socks, underwear, tee
shirts, gloves, hats, and scarves to give out with the quilts.
And finally, we would also like to add a bag of
toiletries. Keep in mind the homeless do not have a place to
store things so larger, economy items will probably not work.
Perhaps you have some items you can donate and/or you
want to help! If not we also need prayers for the homeless
and the volunteers helping to keep them warm!

TRUCKSVILLE EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CENTER
Our TECEC children have been enjoying themes like Winter Weather, Cold Weather Animals, Bears,
Transportation, Good Health, Valentine’s Day (Communications, Post Office), and fun celebrations of Dr.
Seuss’s Birthday and Read Across America Week are coming up! Our Annual MDA Hop-a-thon is scheduled
for March 21st and 22nd.
Math & Language and Play Pals extended hours programs for our preschoolers are in full swing. Our
Creative Kids Kindergarten Extension continues to impress. The enrichment these children are gaining
through this program is evident to their families and teachers. Our full day Kindergarteners are blossoming
into readers and problem solvers. The Starfall Curriculum, Every Day Math and Writer’s Workshop are a
great combination! Parent Teacher Conferences will be held in the end of February.
Our TECEC Board Visioning Committee is currently very active. You will be hearing soon about a
scholarship we hope to put in place for the upcoming school year for an underprivileged child(ren). The
logistics of this endeavor are currently being worked out by our committee members. The TECEC Board will
be planting a tree in memory of past Director Sharon Cosgrove, details coming soon on this project. We
thank you in advance for your help!
Our Gertrude Hawk Easter Candy Sale is currently going on with a deadline of February 19th. Please contact
us if you would like to buy some candy!
Registration for 2016-17 is now open! Please stop by the Sunday School office if you need a form. If you
would like to visit or tour the school, please call for an appointment or stop by at your
convenience. Remember, church families receive a 10% tuition
discount!
Respectfully submitted by
Marjorie Adams, Director

College Kid Thank You

Cards for Service
Men and Women:

A special note of thanks straight from my
heart… TUMC, Thank you very much for the
box; I greatly appreciate all the treats and so
did my roommates.
Thank you,
Brandon Cole

Is someone in your family serving in the military?
We are aware of some because they are on our
military prayer list but we are hoping you will let us
know of any others in your family. Whether serving
in the US or overseas, our Card Ministry Team would
like to start sending them a card. But we need your
help.

A note of thanks to our
youth who recently
packaged and froze
several lasagna dinners
for our care meal
program after their
recent fundraiser…
We appreciated the gesture! If any other groups are
sponsoring dinners please let us know if you would
like containers on hand to freeze any unsold dinners.
We will be happy to get them to you.

Please email the church office sometime in February
to make sure we have their full name and correct
mailing address.
We want to be sure that each of these dedicated
men and women know their church is thinking about
them and they are on our prayer list.
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Day 32
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Day 36
Day 37
Day 38
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Day 40
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Date
Ash Wednesday
Thursday, February 11, 2016
Friday, February 12, 2016
Saturday, February 13, 2016
Sunday, February 14, 2016
Monday, February 15, 2016
Tuesday, February 16, 2016
Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Thursday, February 18, 2016
Friday, February 19, 2016
Saturday, February 20, 2016
Sunday, February 21, 2016
Monday, February 22, 2016
Tuesday, February 23, 2016
Wednesday, February 24, 2016
Thursday, February 25, 2016
Friday, February 26, 2016
Saturday, February 27, 2016
Sunday, February 28, 2016
Monday, February 29, 2016
Tuesday, March 01, 2016
Wednesday, March 02, 2016
Thursday, March 03, 2016
Friday, March 04, 2016
Saturday, March 05, 2016
Sunday, March 06, 2016
Monday, March 07, 2016
Tuesday, March 08, 2016
Wednesday, March 09, 2016
Thursday, March 10, 2016
Friday, March 11, 2016
Saturday, March 12, 2016
Sunday, March 13, 2016
Monday, March 14, 2016
Tuesday, March 15, 2016
Wednesday, March 16, 2016
Thursday, March 17, 2016
Friday, March 18, 2016
Saturday, March 19, 2016
Sunday, March 20, 2016
Monday, March 21, 2016
Tuesday, March 22, 2016
Wednesday, March 23, 2016
Thursday, March 24, 2016
Friday, March 25, 2016
Saturday, March 26, 2016
Sunday, March 27, 2016

Today's Scripture Reading
Matthew 1-3
Matthew 4-6
Matthew 7-9
Matthew 10-Matthew 12
Take a Break
Matthew 13-Matthew 14
Matthew 15-Matthew 16
Matthew 17-Matthew 18
Matthew 19-Matthew 20
Matthew 21-Matthew 22
Matthew 23-Matthew 24
Take a Break
Matthew 25-Matthew 26
Matthew 27-Matthew 28
Mark 1-Mark 3
Mark 4-Mark 6
Mark 7-Mark 9
Mark 10-Mark 12
Take a Break
Mark 13-Mark 14
Mark 15-Mark 16
Luke 1-Luke 3
Luke 4-Luke 6
Luke 7-Luke 9
Luke 10-Luke 12
Take a Break
Luke 13-Luke 14
Luke 15-Luke 16
Luke 17-Luke 18
Luke 19-Luke 20
Luke 21-Luke 22
Luke 23-Luke 24
Take a Break
John 1-John 2
John 3-John 4
John 5-John 6
John 7-John 8
John 9-John 10
John 11-John 12
Take a Break
John 13-John 14
John 15-John 16
John 17-John 18
John 19-John 20
John 21
1 Corinthians 15
It's Easter!

